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A walk down memory lane

The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper and Barack Obama. Peter Milliken, Speaker of the House of Commons 2001 to 2011, with
Dan Hays, Senate Speaker from 2001 to 2006.
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The rocky road to
human rights

Ms. Dobbie,

I hope this message finds you well and
in good spirits.

Through you I would like send “ku-
dos” to Lynn McDonald for her recent
opinion piece in the summer issue of Be-
yond the Hill.

I am currently in the midst of reading
“The 1867 Project” and appreciate her
commentary.

I would suggest that with a little bit
of editing Ms. McDonalds piece would
be well suited as an op-ed opinion in
Canada’s national newspapers.

Regards

David Bjornson

Falling off the cliff

Hi Dorothy,

Last week, much to my delight, I re-
ceived CAFP's French-language maga-
zine. As usual, I perused the articles in
the magazine.

An article by Madame Dobbie par-
ticularly caught my attention. Part 2
touched me deeply. Finally, someone
really understood what I went through
after leaving the House of Commons! I
can't hide the fact that I had a lump in
my throat and could hardly hold back
the tears.

As a backbencher who had only served
one term from 2019 to 2021, after 15
years of activism, the aftermath was very
painful. I went through a depression, a
separation and a reconciliation. This ma-
laise, which no one around me under-
stood, had been experienced by others.

“It's like falling off a clift”, as Mrs.
Dobbie so aptly puts it. She also talks
about post-traumatic stress! So that was
it! After three years, I finally have an ex-
planation and I now know that I wasn't
alone in going through this ordeal.
Thanks to therapy and the support of
those around me, I'm doing much bet-
ter.

Special thanks to Mrs Dorothy Dob-
bie for broaching the subject. Without
knowing it, she is helping me to under-
stand the grief I had to go through after
my political involvement. A thousand
thanks again!

Thanks also to CAFDP and the magazine
team. Your work is greatly appreciated!

Best vegards to you all,

Lowise Charbonnean

Dear Mme. Charbonneau:

Iam so glad that the article helped you.
So many of our former colleagues went
through the same thing and it breaks my
heart that nobody ever tells you what is
coming up.

Please put your mind at peace now. The
way formerly elected politicians are treat-
ed is heartbreaking, but it is not because
of something lacking in you. Those who
feel the separation most deeply are often
those who were the most sincere about
their work and about their commitment
to making a positive difference in the lives
of their fellow citizens.

We are trying to explain this to the
Boards of Internal Economy so that we
can reach out and help more people in
a positive and proactive way, Your letter
will be very helpful in this endeavour.

Dorothy Dobbie, C.M.

Past President, CAFP

—
S

Ak
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Biography of Hugo Laviolette,
CAFP Administrative Assistant.

My name is Hugo Laviolette, and I am
currently a third-year student in Political
Science and Public Administration at the
University of Ottawa. Since May 2023, 1
have been working in the parliamentary
environment as an Administrative As-
sistant for Member of Parliament Fran-
cis Drouin. This role has allowed me to
develop skills in administrative support,
casework management, and assistance
with parliamentary activities.

I am excited to be joining the team
at the Canadian Association of Former
Parliamentarians. I look forward to con-
tributing to the associations projects,
supporting events, and maintaining ac-
tive communication with members.

I look forward to meeting you and
working with you in the coming months.
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Matt DeCourcey.

ear Friends and Former Par-
liamentarians,

Perhaps our role as former
Parliamentarians will never be as con-
sequential as it will be in 2025.

Since even before January 20th, we
have endured daily threats to Canada’s
sovereignty from the Trump Admin-
istration. It seems our once relied
upon partners in the US are intent to
put at risk the longstanding economic
and security ties that have made our
bilateral relationship the strongest in
modern history.

Domestically, we are almost guar-
anteed (if it has not already happened
at the time of distribution) to go to
the polls in a federal election. Many
Parliamentarians have decided not to
re-offer. Many others may still make
that decision. Others, still, will lose
their seats.

On both fronts — whether defend-
ing the values of democracy and Ca-

Message from
the President

By Matt DeCourcey

nadian sovereignty or of supporting
the transition of Parliamentarians
into post-elected life — we at CAFP
are essential voices of reason, experi-
ence and insight. While often acutely
political, the non-partisan nature of
our activities allows us to rise above
perceived partisan interest and collec-
tively stand up for the best interests
of our colleagues, of our institutions,
and of Canadians.

Canada, as much as it ever has,
needs a strong Canadian Association
of Former Parliamentarians (CAFP).

Already, we have begun the work
of planning ways for our organization
to express its voice in the current un-
stable geo-political climate. Our focus
will be on ensuring Canada’s sover-
eignty, advocating for our democracy,
and helping safeguard our economy.
With your support, we will succeed.

Members of our association, them-
selves from across the geographic, lin-

guistic, and partisan spectrum, have
begun the work of engaging depart-
ing Members of Parliament and Sena-
tors. Our long-term stability as an
association requires those who have
served Canada to see CAFP as a plat-
form for continued service. With your
support, they will, and our associa-
tion will flourish.

This is a time of great uncertainty,
no question. However, if former Par-
liamentarians work together in sup-
port of our colleagues and our coun-
try, we can help ease that uncertainty
for many.

I hope you too will find a way to
support our great nation, and the
many friends and colleagues who have
given much in its service. Let’s make
2025 a year of consequence for Cana-
dian Former Parliamentarians.

Yours in friendship,

Matt DeCourcey,

President, CAFP

Matthe
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Dubé helped lay wreaths at the Remembrance Day cevemony in 2024 at the Tomb of the Unkown Soldier.
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MONGOLIA TRIP

Mongolia

The land of eternal blue sky

By the Hon. Bryon Wilfert

Standing in front of the Gengis Khan National Museum in Ulnanbaatar, Mongolia. Left to Right: Ken Bosheoff, Dorotlyy Dobbie, Elizabeth

Wilfert, the Hon. Bryon Wilfert, Mahbanu Ratansi and Yasmin Ratansi. Back vow: our guide, Staffer Annie Bourbonnais, Dovotlhy’s friend
Judy Saxby, the Hon. Jean Augustine and Chungsen Leuny.

CAFP members travelled to the
Land of Gengis Khan, the Land of
Eternal Blue Sky — Mongolia.

It was a fantastic opportunity to ex-
perience the warmth and charm of the
people, the incredible landscapes, and
the ability to meet various political,
academic and business leaders.

Mongolia is an emerging democ-
racy in Asia, and we had the oppor-
tunity to meet with members of the
Association of the First Democratic
Constitution Parliamentarians, to dis-
cuss democratic reform to exchanging

In September 2024, a delegation of
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views with a former Foreign Minister
TSOGTBAATAR Damdin to expand
both bi-lateral relations and parlia-
mentary, the atmosphere was exciting
and insighttul.

We stood in Sukhbaatar Square
(named after the hero who declared
independence from China in 1921I)
and gazing towards the Great Hural
(Parliament Buildings) with a mas-
sive statue of Gengis Khan facing us,
you got a real sense of the dynamism
of the country, with young and old
strolling through the square or taking
photos.

In meetings with Canadian Am-
bassador Choufani; Vice Chair of the
Business Council of Mongolia, Buyan-
jargal Byambasaikhan, and Vice Chair
Randolph Koppa and their colleagues,
we got a strong sense that Mongolia is
open for business and that Canadians
have real opportunities in the fields of
education, green energy, tourism, etc.

This country, sandwiched between
China and Russia, has been pursuing
a Third Path with Canada, upgrading
its relationship to a cooperative part-
nership in 2023.

Whether we had ice cream from
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MONGOLIA TRIP

i e A
This large statue is dedicated to the memory
of Gengis Khan. By the time of his deatl in
1227, Genghis Khan’s empire covered voughly
12,000,000 square kilometers.

the many street vendors (a Mongolian
treat in any weather), traditional Mon-
golian cuisine, or horseback riding,
the warmth and friendliness of the
people was always evident.

One special visit was to the Gengis
Khan Museum to enjoy some of the
more than 10,000 original exhibits
from Modun Shanyu, covering the
founder of the first nomadic state to
the beginning of the 20th Century.
With its six floors of exhibition halls
we were treated to a very interesting
guided tour which brought the history
to life.

In meeting with the Chair of the
National News Agency, Montsame,
Sodontogos Erdenetsogt, we learned
about the plan to reintroduce Mongo-
lian script to replace Russian Cyrillic

Beyond the Hill = Summer 2025
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A cultural experience in Ulnanbaatar.

in 2025. Khishigjargal Enkhbayar,
co-founder of the UN Association of
Mongolia, talked about dealing with
young people and climate change pro-
jects. We were treated to an array of
individuals who brought their passion
and knowledge displaying a very ener-
getic society.

Ulaanbaatar, the capital, is a city on
the move, and we had time to walk its
many busy streets and appreciate the
historic and modern architecture that
is flourishing.

Mongolian culture is something
that is unique, vibrant and exhilarat-
ing. We were treated to a traditional
Mongolian cultural experience which
included dancing, singing, and gym-
nastic performance.

The trip concluded with many par-

Dorotly Dobbie gets a lesson in falconry. This
sport is very much rooted in the history of
Monygolian nomads.

ticipants spending a few days out in
the Gobi Desert — meaning waterless
place.

The unique landscape has long
been associated with a romantic set-
ting (western minds), and places such
as the Yol Valley in the Gobi Gurvan
National Park, and the Flaming Cliffs
were opportunities to experience
Mongolia under the stars.

The CAFP Study Tour, was very
special for all of us, and it provided
a glimpse into a country that truly is
unique in Asia, and has significant po-
tential for further collaboration with
parliamentarians, as well as business
people.

The Hon. Brian Wilfert was a Liberal Member

of Parliament from 1997 to 2011 . He is the
Honorary Consul of Mongolia for Ontario.
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MONGOLIA TRIP

The final day on a trip to the Flaming Clffs at sunset wheve the group enjoyed a glass of wine and
toasted Bryon Wilfert, Ontario’s Honorary Consul to Mongolia, who so skillfully led our delegation.

; / S
Downtown Ulaanbaatar, a very modern city
with lots of cultural icons, green boulevards

and unbelievable traffic congestions.

Luxury yurts. They were equipped with showers and even a bidet attachment to the toilet!

\ o s
I o & 32

When vain washes out one trail, an alternate

is easily created.

The delegation met with Sandra Choufani, Canada’s Ambassador to Mongolia.
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MONGOLIA TRIP

i The Hon. Bryon Wilfert speaks to a professor
Wonderful vestawvants with private rooms, Asian style. of archeology at the university where we viewed
ancient fossils.

Genyis Khan, the byy man himself. He

had six wives and many concubines. It is B : :
said that some 16 million men today arve Parliament buildings. They have several international visits a week. The square in front of
descended from him. the buildings is humming with activity.

YNC Ter YﬂﬂAﬁ;
OJOH YJICKIH XAPUMALIAA,
MHENPANATEIH CYPIYYITb

&

A meeting in Parvliament. It is intevesting to note that the Russian Cyrillic alphabet is still
in place on buildings and official signs, but the government has a plan to veplace it with the

Mongolin alphabet within five years. Their official second language is English. Entrance to an original temple.
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TONY CLEMENT

Diversification, global co-operation

and national resilience
Lessons from a Former Minister of Industry

CC Canada’s political and eco-
nomic structures in the
present day have shifted

drastically,” says the former Minister
of Industry, the Hon. Tony Clement.
Due to a resurgence of polarization,
Canada lacks the strong leadership
and stout communications between
governmental agencies that existed
and allowed Canada to be the first
country to address the 2009 financial
crisis.

Civil unrest and hopelessness are
frequent during economic turmoil,
adds Tony, who was the Minister of
Industry during the 2009 recession.
However, Canada is a country built
upon national persistence and global
cooperation in the face of global dis-
asters and national protectionism, and
the economic crisis we are facing is
nothing Canada has not already faced
and resisted triumphantly.

Canada’ history with the United
States has always been one of cau-
tious co-operation. In the past cen-
tury, Canada has flourished under
an Americanized globe and has
maintained a closer relationship with
the US than most when it comes to
trade, business, and partnerships. The
economy has increasingly relied on
exports to the United States. This has
raised concerns since President Don-
ald Trump began imposing tarifts
and stated that if Canada is not able
to withstand the economic pressure
caused by his protectionist policies,
he would gladly make our nation the
51st state. Clearly, our independence is
a price too hefty to pay for economic
growth. However, the resilience and
strength of Canadians has not been
lost. Canada will resurface in the face
of economic pressures just as it did
time and again in the past.

Canada’s position as a middle power
does not condemn it to depend on
stronger countries for guidance, rather,
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By Eduardo Rondon

The Hon. Tony Clement, a former Minister
of Industry.

it places the country at the core of co-
operation in the global stage. As Tony
says, while maintaining economic re-
lations with the U.S. is geographically
smart, strengthening global relations
through international organizations
is critical. To him, this could include
further involvement with the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations and
the Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement, Canada’s trade deal
with the European Union.

Diversifying our exports would not
only ensure more viable solutions to
an impending crisis before facing it,
but it would also further develop Can-
ada’s brand as a global co-operator.
While these solutions are desirable,
Tony Clement highlights the need for
strong leadership.

When the odds were stacked against
Canada, former prime ministers such
as John A. Macdonald and Wilfrid
Laurier didn’t submit to other nations
for guidance but instead exercised
strong leadership to fight threats to
the country’s sovereignty. Canada’s

representatives have long sought alter-
native solutions to crises, implement-
ing careful policy to ensure Canada
would withstand international pres-
sures.

Tony warns that, although global
economic co-operation might be
helpful, our geographic position-
ing makes the U.S. one of the most
profitable and efficient importers of
Canadian goods. He adds that crises
originating from the States will result
in crises in other nations. He cautions
that if Canada shifts too strongly to-
wards any other regional bloc, the de-
pendence will remain similar, simply
changing to whom we are dependent.
The former minister believes the best
long-term solution to economic crises
is preparing alternatives before need-
ing them.

By participating more actively in re-
gional organizations such as NATO,
Tony says Canada can find solutions
to the crisis that maintain regional
co-ordination while complementing it
with global co-operation.

While the current political and eco-
nomic positioning of Canada might
seem dire, these issues should not
serve as reasons to give into American
annexation, but, as Tony concludes,
they should be lessons in proactive
solution-drafting and resilience. He
sees reasons to actively craft a strong-
er sense of resilience and leadership
within Canada to combat economic
stagnation.

In a few decades, if handled cor-
rectly, this event may motivate fu-
ture generations to keep fighting for
the preservation of Canadian sover-
eignty. This crisis, while undoubtedly
harmful, will inspire future leaders
to respond to seemingly hopeless in-
ternational crises with the famous op-
timism and cooperation that has char-
acterized Canada since the beginning
of our Confederation.
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SOCIAL MEDIA

Balancing accessibility ana
theatrics In Parllament
through social media

he political landscape is constantly

evolving, adopting new technolo-

gies to enhance accessibility and
foster more efficient interactions between
politicians and their constituents. Social
media, in particular, has propelled de-
mocracy to unprecedented levels, ena-
bling leaders to communicate instantly
with their entire nation and empowering
citizens from coast to coast to influence
decisions made on Parliament Hill.

Third parties now benefit from “a
workaround to reaching mass audiences,”
a former NDP digital strategist said, al-
lowing them to promote their platforms
without financial resources comparable
to larger parties. Pressure groups have
also modernized their approaches, taking
on more active roles than ever before.

Grassroots movements can now or-
ganize and recruit with a reach far be-
yond what the outdated pamphlet could
achieve. These trends are growing and
are poised to become even more promi-
nent in the following years.

David Sommer, former head of digi-
tal for former Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, was instrumental in advancing
the digital transformation of Canadian
politics. Drawing inspiration from Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s use of social media,
Sommer promoted the use of selfies dur-
ing the 2008 campaign. Though a long
shot at the time, the strategy scored a
point for the Liberal team.

Selfies and social media not only
helped the former prime minister seem
more up to date than his opponents, it
also turned the public into a means for
free advertising. While Sommer men-
tions the party “very rarely posted selfies
on Justin Trudeau’s account,” individu-
als eagerly shared them on their own,
unlocking an untapped market of free,
trendy, and organic political promotion.

While increased accessibility to poli-
tics is always desirable in a democracy,
the use of social media introduces poten-
tial repercussions that may outweigh its
benefits. The proliferation of selfies and

Beyond the Hill ©+ Summer 2025

By Eduardo Rondon

social media might have deepened para-
social relationships, making constituents
view Justin more as a friend than a politi-
cal leader.

Nevertheless, Sommer said that such
trends are not new — fan mail and fan art
have been long sent to prime ministers,
even before the usage of social media.
Social media has merely amplified these
reactions, he states, since that is the type
of relationships people have always devel-
oped towards leaders of their countries.

The notion of politicians as celebrities
might not be new, but it highlights a larg-
er concern: the merging of politics and
entertainment. Humour has been widely
used to engage the public and shed off
the aristocratic vestiges that politics have
tended to hold. Yet, humour also risks re-
ducing politics to a spectacle rather than a
serious decision-making system impacting
the lives of all Canadians. Overindulgence
in humour and the inherent informality
of social media, Sommer said, may create
a perception of the leader being “discon-
nected from the needs of regular people.”

The former head of digital advises
politicians to strategically strike a balance
between playfulness that resonates with
the public and the seriousness they expect
from their leaders.

Just as how social media has reshaped
the way politicians communicate with
their constituents, it has also redefined
their use of humour overall — enter,
“the meme.” Memes, humorous images
shared online, have become a popular
tool for engaging younger voters. Every
Canadian political party has joined the
meme bandwagon in recent years, but
not all memes have been received equally.

Sommer said that with overuses or
misuses of memes, there is a chance
that it will “hurt their credibility.” Na-
der Mohamed, the NDP’s former digi-
tal lead, echoes this point, warning that
politicians need to ensure their usage of
memes seems organic, using trends that
their candidates are “naturally able to
take part in” by understanding “[their]

strengths and weaknesses,” rather than
simply jumping onto the most viral
meme at the time.

Another significant shift brought
by political social media is the transi-
tion from policy- focused discussions to
character-driven narratives. Mohamed
advocates for a “diverse communication
strategy” that incorporates both humor-
ous content to capture the public eye and
long-form, serious content to explain
their policies in detail.

While social media offers a possible de-
parture from traditional advertising strat-
egies, political parties must be cautious
to not alienate demographics who may
not be as active online. To balance these
types of advertisements, Mohamed states
that a “comprehensive, robust campaign”
is necessary to ensure the party is not
overlooking more traditional methods of
advertising.

While TV might not be as popular as it
once was, entirely dismissing traditional
media would be a strategic error, as it
continues to serve as a device to target
groups that social media might alienate.

The rise of social media in politics has
transformed the political battlefield dras-
tically in recent years, and it will continue
to evolve the sector, as well as itself. With
a strategy that is constantly transforming
and reinventing itself, missteps are inevi-
table.

The political sector in Canada, Mo-
hamed concludes, lags “years behind any
trend.” While visible in political fields
globally, this phenomenon is particularly
prevalent within Canada since major par-
ties fear backlash whenever new tech-
niques are presented.

The usage of social media by numer-
ous parties has shown that, although
these techniques might have been a long
shot in previous years, taking that shot
was essential, not only to gain popularity
through creative and relevant means, but
to completely redefine the way political
parties tackle advertising and accessibility
in the future.
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ELENI BAKOPANOS

The Hon. Eleni Bakopanos

Breaking barriers in Canadian politics
By Michael McBean

he Hon. Eleni Bakopanos

spent over a decade serving

her constituents in the House
of Commons and constantly strove
to break down barriers for women in
Canadian politics.

She represented the Montreal rid-
ings of Saint-Denis and Ahuntsic
from 1993 to 2006. Eleni served
in numerous roles in government
including parliamentary secretary
to the Minister of Justice and At
torney General of Canada, Assistant
Deputy Speaker and parliamentary
secretary to the Minister of Social
Development and Minister of Hu-
man Resources.

Eleni said she was honoured to
serve her constituents for over a dec-
ade.

“I loved talking to people and I
loved listening to them,” Eleni said
in an interview with Beyond the
Hill. “You are not serving yourself.
You are serving your constituents.
You are serving your country. Being
a servant of the people was a great
honour for me.”

Eleni was the first woman born in
Greece to become a Canadian mem-
ber of Parliament, proud to have
represented her Greek origins in the
House of Commons.

“The country that I immigrated
to opened its doors and gave me all
these opportunities,” she said.

Eleni had the opportunity to rep-
resent Canada on numerous occa-
sions at the international level and
said her Greek background helped
her to connect with others on the
global stage. There are now three
women of Greek origin in the House
of Commons, a number Eleni is
happy to see growing,.

Former Member of Parliament the
Hon. Marlene Jennings described
Eleni as a determined leader who
was not afraid to make a difference.

“She is dynamic, she knows what
her values are, and she has no hesita-
tion in standing up for those values,”
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The Hon. Eleni Bakopanos

Jennings said. “That’s something we
find less and less amongst our elect-
ed officials which made Eleni stand
out.”

Jennings said she is grateful for her
long-standing friendship with Eleni
and the mentorship she provided
when she first arrived in Ottawa.

“When I came in 1997, Eleni was
one of the MPs who mentored me
during my first month and year,”
Jennings said. “She helped guide
me through the labyrinth that is the
House of Commons and the Cana-
dian Parliament.”

During her time as an elected offi-
cial, Eleni advocated to help provide
safe spaces for women in politics.
Eleni helped to create the first Lib-
eral women’s caucus, something that
did not exist before. She said while
there has been some progress when
it comes to the political recruitment
of women, there are many issues at
hand.

“The biggest barrier that women
face is overcoming selt-doubt,” Eleni
said, noting her increasing worry
about the toxicity in politics today
and how it could deter women from
wanting to serve their communities.

“Yes, more women are interested

in entering politics, but more of
them are leaving politics,” she said.
“They have found that it’s a very
toxic environment.”

Eleni continues to dedicate time to
mentoring young women interested
in the political process whether that
be as an elected official or those who
prefer to work behind the scenes.

Looking back at her political ca-
reer, Eleni is proud of the day-to-day
things she was able to get done for
her constituents. She also takes pride
in major milestones that she and her
government worked toward such as
Canada recognizing the Armenian
genocide or negotiating agreements
with other countries.

After her time as an MP, Eleni
worked for a couple of years as Cau-
cus Liaison to the Office of the Offi-
cial Opposition. She later worked as
Director of Government Relations at
her alma mater, McGill University.

Continuing to advocate for wom-
en to have their voices heard in Ca-
nadian politics, Eleni has served in
different roles with the Equal Voice
Foundation, a charity dedicated to
improving gender representation in
politics. She has also assisted with
the McGill Women’s Alumnae As-
sociation.

Eleni hopes her career inspires
more women to enter politics and
pursue the noble calling of being a
public servant.

“People should know that indi-
viduals who enter politics are really
entering because they want to make
a difference in people’s lives,” Eleni
said. “As a parliamentarian, I was
a servant of the public and we have
to remember that is what our role
should always be. Not a politician, a
servant of the public.”

*Eleni also served as vice president of
CAFEP and was a comforting and veli-
able support for me as president duving
COVID. She is warm, kind and tough
when she needs to be. We need move Ele-
nis in politics! — Dorothy Dobbie
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OTTAWA TREATY

The Ottawa Treaty continues
to represent the “golden age”
of Canadian diplomacy

he Convention on
the Prohibition of
the Use, Stockpiling,

Production and Transfer of
Anti-Personnel Mines and
on their Destruction, the
Ottawa Treaty, was ratified
March 1, 1999. It marked a
milestone, not only for the
world-wide effort toward
peace, but for the legacy of
Canadian diplomacy.

Landmines kill indis-
criminately and often stay
hidden, arming the land
for generations to come.
The weapons continue to
threaten civilian lives long
after a conflict has passed,
with deadly and disabling
impacts. In the 1990s, efforts to pro-
hibit the use of landmines gained trac-
tion, but consensus and concrete steps
were hard to come by.

The Hon. Lloyd Axworthy, the then-
minister of foreign affairs, became pas-
sionate about the issue, engaging in
formal and informal meetings culmi-
nating in inviting nations to sign the
Ottawa Treaty Dec. 3, 1997.

“I think that gave us a sort of posi-
tioning that was fairly unique inside
the international system, as a middle
power,” Lloyd told Beyond the Hill in
an interview.

But treaties don’t gain much trac-
tion if they’re not ratified, and the bulk
of Canada’s diplomatic efforts to ban
landmines involved creating allies and
convincing other nations to sign on
and support the treaty.

Alongside Lloyd, many Canadian
former parliamentarians were instru-
mental in garnering global support
against landmines. One of these indi-
viduals was the Hon. Jacques Saada, a
Liberal MP of nearly nine years.

“At the time, we lived in the golden
age of Canadian diplomacy,” he said.
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In 1997, Foreign Affairs Minister the Hon. Lloyd Axworthy signs the
Ottawn Treaty. From left, anti-landmine advocate Jody Williams, re-
cipient of the Nobel Peace Prize that year, Cornelio Sommaruga, presi-
dent of the Red Cross, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and Prime
Minister Jean Chrétien. Photo provided by Lloyd Axworthy.

Jacques called the work on the treaty
the junction of idealism of peace and
pragmatism of the necessary work.

When Lloyd invited Jacques to join
the delegation tasked with negotiating
the final treaty, he enthusiastically ac-
cepted. Though the treaty had gained
international traction, certain impor-
tant players had yet to fully commit.
India and Pakistan; Israel and Arabel
countries it was in conflict with; and
Jacques” home country, Tunisia, were
all countries that Canada still needed
to convince.

Jacques was the first Canadian MP
from Tunisia. Born in the capital city
Tunis, he went on to become Canada’s
minister for the Economic Develop-
ment Agency of Canada for the regions
of Quebec and minister responsible for
La Francophonie, as well as govern-
ment house leader.

When asked to help with the treaty,
Jacques began speaking with the Tuni-
sian ambassador. At the time, no Arab
countries had signed on to the Treaty.
Many were engaged in ongoing con-
flict where militaries used the mines to
their advantage.

“One must understand
that anti-personnel mines
are arms that continue to
be active regardless of the
end of conflicts,” he said.
“These are weapons that
prevent agriculture and
thus proper nutrition, es-
pecially 1n disadvantaged
countries.”

In their international di-
plomacy work, the Canadi-
an representatives met with
or heard of various mine
victims, many of whom
were never even combat-
ives.

“It’s a weapon that touch-
es children in particular,
and there are anti-person-
nel mines that were made in the shapes
of toys so children would become in-
terested and jump on the mines. These
mines created victims years and years
after the end of conflicts.”

To Jacques, eliminating these weap-
ons was giving playgrounds back to
kids, fields back to farmers, and dan-
gers out of the natural environment.
This was the most important disarma-
ment treaty in history.

He was appointed alongside the
Hon. Paddy Torsney at the Oslo Con-
ference calling for a total ban on anti-
personnel land mines at the United Na-
tions in 1997.

Jacques was responsible for convinc-
ing Tunisia to agree to sign and ratify
the Ottawa Treaty. He was also a ma-
jor player in meetings with the fran-
cophone parliaments, and brought in
Madagascar.

“There is certainly a history of the
world where Canada has been a leader,
a pioneer at the forefront,” Jacques said.

As of 2022, 164 countries have
signed the Ottawa Treaty.

Written with Beyond the Hill files from
Kyla Goulet-Kilgour.
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DEMOCRACY

Relnvigorating democratic

anadians value peace order and

good governance as a founda-

tion of Canadian society and
our identity, to the same extent as our
neighbours to the south value life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness for
theirs. Arguably, peace and order are
the product of good governance, and
good governance depends on the en-
gagement and consent of Canadians
through democratic processes seen as
being valid and legitimate.

Democracies world-wide are ex-
periencing strains and stresses as
confidence in democratic processes
drops and polarization on key social,
environmental, and financial issues
grows. So, too, in Canada there is a
perception, and a growing consensus,
that group decision making through
democratic institutions at all levels is
failing: That the system is broken and
polarized; that it doesn’t address the
real, kitchen table issues facing Cana-
dians; and, that it works only for the
elite.

This growing consensus is sup-
ported by verifiable polling data,
amplified by the 24-hour news cycle,
and boosted further by the reach of
social media which feeds an unending
stream of misinformation and disin-
formation generated, in some cases,
by humans and, in others, by bots.

It is not difficult to see how Cana-
dians, and their representatives, have a
difficult time trying to find common
ground on the way forward to address
increasingly complex issues. When the
public square — in real life or online,
where we debate alternatives, where
civil discourse and democracy should
live — is rapidly emptying and people
are moving to its boundaries to bar-
ricade themselves and defend their
truths, the first casualty will be that
of good governance.

Yet, when Canadians ask what they
can do to navigate a way forward,
they are overwhelmed with noise
from traditional and social media to
such an extent that it is impossible
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Processes

By Ajit Mehat

to detect the signal. Frequently, the
noise consists of nothing more than
handwringing or restating the prob-
lem in an echo-chamber for a captive
audience.

So, without being melodramatic,
democracies are finding themselves
in a crisis. And, in the midst of a cri-
sis, perhaps we can heed the words of
Winston Churchill who is reported
to have said: “Never let a good cri-
sis go to waste.” Perhaps the chance
to convert a crisis into an opportu-
nity can be taken up by the two key
democratic institutions that are at the
heart of providing good governance
for Canadians, namely, the House of
Commons and the Senate of Canada.

The House of Commons has a
unique constitutional role in the bi-
cameral legislature of Canada for
many reasons, not the least of which
is that it, periodically, renews the
mandate it receives from the elector-
ate. Canadians are proud of the fact
that when the mandate is handed to
another political party, the transfer of
power is peaceful and orderly. The key
question for Members of Parliament is
how to engage Canadians in the pe-
riod between elections, in a manner
that can be scaled to the seriousness
of the issue before them.

Townhall meeting, focus groups,
and individual meetings may provide
depth of discussion on issues but are
difficult to scale to level of hundreds
or even thousands of constituents.
Online surveys or other means of mass
engagement, by contrast, can reach
more people but are limited as to the
depth of issues that can be explored.
The Senate, as the other chamber in
our bicameral legislature, with its key
responsibility to provide sober second
thought on proposed legislation from
the House, has a different, albeit re-
lated, challenge namely that of legiti-
macy and validity of its review of pro-
posed legislation conducted through
the committee hearing process.

On many occasions, the valuable

work of the Senate is undermined by
the legitimacy question due to the
nature of the appointment of Sena-
tors. While the Senate has benefited
recently from historically significant
changes to the appointment process,
the question of the validity of its
recommendations, given the limited
reach of the committee process, re-
mains.

For example, in the current 44th
Parliamentary Session, the Senate
has reviewed or is reviewing approxi-
mately 391 bills (286 referred by the
House and 105 initiated by the Sen-
ate). In this process, over the last
three years, the Senate has heard from
1,327 witnesses.

Barriers, such as the need to prepare
a brief or appear before a committee,
favour large organizations and result
in a small and skewed sample of voic-
es providing input to the Senate pro-
cess. Thus, apart from the question
of legitimacy, the challenge for both
the House and the Senate, is similar:
How to undertake engagement with
Canadians that is both broad and
deep. This necessarily means supple-
menting current tools of engagement
with new and emerging tools driven
by information technology. For exam-
ple, a hybrid public engagement con-
sisting of deliberative assembly and
online digital platforms could provide
the scale and depth of discussion that
is needed to inform democratic deci-
sions.

In this regard, a group of Canadi-
ans — spurred on by discussion at the
September 2024 Victoria Forum, a
collaboration between the University
of Victoria and the Senate of Canada
— is exploring discussions with the
Senate on how to reinvigorate its pub-
lic engagement efforts in support of
legislative review. At the heart of the
conversation is the need to supplement
deliberative assemblies with a digital
platform such as Ethelo, an interna-
tionally recognized digital democ-
racy platform, open-sourced, built in
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Canada, tested and proven to achieve
consensus on polarizing issues, scal-
able and bilingually accessible, with a
robust and secure algorithm.

In this time of social and political
polarization and diminishing trust in
democracy, concerned Canadians and
former parliamentarians of different
political affiliations from different re-
gions of the country, are searching for
common grounds for strengthening
democratic institutions and rejuvenat-

ing democracy. We need to hear more
about such efforts and successes, and
failures, as we struggle forward.

The crisis in the erosion of trust
in democracy and its institutions is
real. The solution requires innovat-
ing thinking and action. We cannot
continue to repeat the way we have
engaged Canadians in the past and ex-
pect a different result. Einstein said as
much in a different context. The con-
sequence of inaction risks the peace,

order and good governance that Ca-
nadians expect, and are now demand-
ing, from their leaders.

Agit Mehat is a vetived senior public
service executive. He negotiated legal aid
agreements with the provinces and terri-
tories at the Depavtment of Justice and
set up the Workplace Health and Safety
Agency in Ontario. Collaborating with
Ajit: Former MP and MLA Gordon
Hogy and Orders of the Day editor Bri-
an Kieran.

The lighter side of Parliament

l )arliament may be a place of
debate and division, but some-
times, a good joke can be the

real winner of the day.

Various MPs from all parties have
become known for their wit and co-
medic ability. Some of the best jokes
told often take aim at everyone, in-
cluding taking a look in the mirror
from time to time.

“It’s all about trying to find some-
thing people can relate to that is not
harsh or vindictive,” said former
Nova Scotia Liberal MP Rodger
Cuzner. “I think you also have to be
willing to take a shot at your own
backyard as well.”

Rodger became known for his
humorous interventions during his
time in the House of Commons. He
began an annual tradition of deliv-
ering a politically themed rewrite
of “Twas the Night Before Christ-
mas during Member’s Statements
around the holiday season.

Rodger’s minute-long poems
were different every year and would
take jabs at all parties, including his
own. He said humour can often give
politicians a boost in popularity, es-
pecially in this digital era.

“In the emergence of social media,
you end up picking up 300 to 400
new followers,” Rodger said. “It's
a great way to grow your footprint
and people start to pay attention
when it comes to the serious issues.”

Friend of Rodger’s and current
Nova Scotia Liberal MP the Hon.
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Darren Fisher has kept the holiday
tradition alive and well in the Com-
mons. Rodger said he is to see it
continue and has even consulted on
its delivery.

Former Alberta Conservative
MP the Hon. Monte Solberg said
humour can be an effective way of
gaining people’s attention.

“If you can talk about public
policy issues in a way that can see
the funny side of them, I think you
can find an audience that otherwise
might not be very engaged in poli-
tics,” Monte said. He notes he would
often use humour during Question
Period and earned respect from his
colleagues for his lightheartedness.

Monte added that humour can
also be a way of getting the atten-
tion of the media on Parliament
Hill.

“When you use humour, it tends
to attract media attention,” he said.
“If you want to get your message
out to a much broader audience,
something that appeals to the media
makes sense.”

Former Saskatchewan NDP MP
Bill Knight said humour can play an
important role during parliamenta-
ry debates, particularly during tense
moments.

“Humour is crucial to cutting
through tension in debates,” Bill
said. “It took away the rancor and
made people laugh.”

The annual Parliamentary Press
Gallery dinner has traditionally

been a hub for humorous speeches
by Prime Ministers, party leaders,
MPs and journalists with many re-
marks earning critical acclaim.

One year, Rodger recalled pre-
paring former Liberal leader the
Hon. Stéphane Dion for his speech
at the function alongside many of
his Atlantic caucus colleagues in-
cluding the Hon. Scott Brison, the
Hon. Robert Thibault and the Hon.
Mike Savage. Rodger said he did
not think this was a coincidence as
Atlantic Canadians often have their
way with humour and are not afraid
to poke fun at others.

“By nature, Atlantic Canadians
are pretty down to earth and have
an open sense of humour,” he said.
“We are not scared to laugh at our-
selves and certainly not scared to
laugh at the foibles of others.”

In a time with increased politi-
cal polarization, Rodger, Monte
and Bill said humour is essential in
building collegiality and lightening
the mood during difficult times.
While humour can be a powerful
tool in politics, Bill said not every-
one can wield it effectively. Those
who master it can break tension, en-
gage the public and even strengthen
political relationships

“I think it’s a good weapon in
your toolkit, if you are good at it,”
Bill said. “Your timing has to be
good, you have to be confident and
you have to have your delivery down
to be effective.”
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SEDENTARY DISEASE

From Parliament Hill to

community impact
The ongoing fight against sedentary disease

By John Weston, President of the Canadian Health and Fitness Institute

uring my years on Parliament
DHill, I witnessed how parti-

san differences could dissolve
when addressing issues that funda-
mentally affect Canadians' wellbeing.
The unanimous passage of Private
Members’ Bills I initiated, Tackling
Crystal Meth and Ecstasy (Bill C-475)
in 2011 and National Health and Fit-
ness Day (S-211) in 2014 (initiated in
the House, then redirected through
my friend and everyone’s hero, Senator
Nancy Greene Raine, in the Senate)
demonstrated that health transcends
political divides.

Those experiences taught me that
change often happens through unlike-
ly alliances. I rallied MPs across party
lines to run together on Tuesdays and
swim on Thursdays — activities that
improved our own health while mod-
eling active lifestyles for Canadians.
Events like Bike Day and Swim Day
on Parliament Hill further amplified
this message.

Yet, I've come to realize that our
most significant civic contributions
can emerge after our parliamentary
service ends. My post-Parliament work
with the Canadian Health and Fitness
Institute (CHFI) has revealed a health
crisis as serious as any we debated in
the House of Commons.

The silent epidemic

While Canada has made tremendous
progress battling infectious diseases,
we now face a different but equally
devastating epidemic. The data paint
a stark picture: 61% of Canadian chil-
dren and youth fail to meet basic phys-
ical activity recommendations — just
60 minutes of moderate to vigorous
activity daily. Screen time increased
by three hours daily during the pan-
demic, with only 18% of youth staying
below the two-hour recommendation

for recreational screen viewing.
The World Health Organization
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Canadian Health and Fitness Institute CHFI Co-Founders Dr. Jack Taunton (right) and
John Weston (left) with the Hon. Carla Qualtrough (centre), MP, the first ever Minister of

Sport and Physical Activity.

now ranks physical inactivity as the
fourth largest cause of death glob-
ally. When comparing 57 countries,
Canada ranked a disappointing 28th
in overall physical activity and an
alarming 52nd in sedentary behav-
iour, despite our natural advantages of
mountains, lakes, parks, and commu-
nity facilities.

The mental health implications
are equally serious. The Conference
Board of Canada estimates that 1.6
million Canadian children and youth
have a mental health disorder. This
crisis particularly affects millennials
and Gen Z, with 30% of Canadians
between 18 and 35 now seeing a ther-
apist.

The cascade effect

The diseases we're fighting through

CHEFI are often silent and insidious,

linked in ways that create a devastat-
ing cascade: sedentary behaviour leads
to obesity, which increases the risk of
cardiovascular disease and diabetes.
Meanwhile, physical inactivity and
isolation feed 1nto loneliness and men-
tal illness. These conditions don't just
affect individuals, they ripple through
families and communities.

Just as we recognized in Parliament
that preventing drug addiction was
far better than treating it, CHFI ad-
dresses these interconnected health
challenges at their root. We're work-
ing to create environments and poli-
cies that make healthy living the easier
choice for Canadians.

Building on Parliamentary
foundations

The National Health and Fitness
Day legislation we passed in 2014 was
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Joln Weston: I take a Digital Sabbath (no scveen time) Sun

just beginning. Today, CHFI builds
coalitions across government, busi-
ness, and community organizations
to transform how Canadians think
about and prioritize health.

Our initiatives include the Let's
Move Canada podcast series, reaching
thousands with evidence-based infor-
mation on physical, mental, and spir-
itual health. Our collaboration with
organizations like the Trans Canada
Trail, Outward Bound, and Go-
GetFit are bringing physical activity
back into classrooms. We've launched
hut-to-hut trail systems to encourage
outdoor activities, and we collabo-
rate with Indigenous communities
through the Indigenous Physical Ac-
tivity and Cultural Circle.

Our Annual National Forum on
Health and Fitness assembles ex-
perts, leaders, and advocates to gen-
erate practical strategies for reversing
alarming trends. This year's Forum
will be held on National Health and
Fitness Day, June 7, 2025, at Zoom-
er Media Headquarters in Toronto.
We're also developing an Active Com-
munities Index to help municipalities
assess and improve their fitness facili-
ties and programs.

The Parliamentary advantage

Former parliamentarians possess
unique advantages in addressing this
crisis. Our understanding of policy le-
vers, our ability to build cross-sectoral
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relationships, and our familiarity with
both the public and private sectors
position us to be particularly effective
change agents outside Parliament.

More importantly, we understand
that political achievements often
transcend individual terms in office.
The unanimous passage of National
Health and Fitness Day laid ground-
work that CHFI continues to build
upon years later. The relationships
formed across party lines during
those parliamentary runs and swims
now fuel collaborations that extend
beyond political careers.

Join our movement

CHEFI has set an ambitious goal: to
Make Canada the Fittest Nation on
Earth by 2030.

We've been honoured to have the
Governor General serve as our Pa-
tron, and we've assembled an impres-
sive board of 40 directors and advisors
representing diverse fields of exper-
tise. Yet to reach our goal, we need
more allies in this vital fight.

As former Parliamentarians, you
understand the power of collective
action. I invite you to join our move-
ment in several ways:

First, consider supporting CHFI
through donations or corporate spon-
sorships. Your financial support ena-
bles us to expand successful programs
and develop new initiatives that di-
rectly address sedentary behaviour in

communities across Canada.

Second, help us strengthen our lead-
ership by recommending individuals
with relevant expertise for our Board
of Directors and Advisors. We seek
passionate leaders from healthcare,
education, business, and community
advocacy who share our commitment
to improving Canadians' physical,
mental, and spiritual health.

Finally, use your influence to high-
light the sedentary disease crisis with-
in your networks. Host community
events, speak at local organizations,
or write about these issues in your
platforms. The more Canadians un-
derstand the stakes, the more likely we
are to reverse these troubling trends.

A call to former Parliamentarians

As winds of change sweep our na-
tion, I encourage fellow former Par-
liamentarians to consider how your
civic service might best continue out-
side the House. The networks, knowl-
edge, and negotiation skills developed
in Parliament remain valuable assets
in addressing today's most pressing
challenges.

The health challenges facing Canada
today demand the same non-partisan
commitment we occasionally achieved
in Parliament. Our experience navi-
gating complex systems positions us
to be effective advocates for preventa-
tive approaches to health, approaches
that require patience, persistence, and
strategic thinking.

The crisis of sedentary behaviour
presents former parliamentarians with
an opportunity to demonstrate that
our commitment to public service ex-
tends well beyond our time in office.
Just as we worked across party lines
to improve Canada then, we can con-
tinue building healthier communities
now — one step, one swim, one bike
ride at a time.

Together, we can make Canada the
fittest nation on Earth by 2030.

For more information on how to
support CHFT's initiatives, please visit
chfi.fit or contact me directly at john.
weston@chfi.fit.

John D. Weston was the Conservative mem-
ber of Parliament from 2008 to 2015 for
West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky
Country.
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THOMAS MULCAIR

Beyond ‘Angry

om’

The principles that defined

The Hon. Thomas Mulcair’'s career
By Eduardo Rondon

he Hon. Thomas Mulcair’s po-

litical career, as he defines it,

is one of persistence, principle,
and an unwavering commitment to
public service. With a career spanning
both provincial and federal politics,
he has navigated the complexities of
governance at multiple levels, earn-
ing a reputation for many across the
political spectrum as a formidable par-
liamentarian and an advocate for ac-
countability.

Tom’s path began in Quebec, where
he was elected to the National Assem-
bly three times as a member of the
Quebec Liberal Party. His tenure in-
cluded serving as minister of environ-
ment under Premier Jean Charest.

Before doing that, Tom was presi-
dent of a regulatory agency, an expe-
rience that further shaped his under-
standing of public administration.
Despite holding significant positions
within Quebec’s political sphere, he
felt constrained by the province’s
unique political dynamics.

In Quebec, “all Federalist forces
were gathered under one tent” — the
Liberal Party he was part of. “Left and
right worked together within the lib-
eral tent, because the overarching ob-
jective was to keep Canada together.”

This broad coalition, he notes, left
little room for alternative federal-
ist political perspectives to flourish,
such as the NDP, which found itself
overshadowed by the province’s feder-
alist-sovereigntist divide. In merging
all of the federalist parties under one
big tent, clashes within it were inevi-
table, particularly regarding “strong
environmental positions against pipe-
lines,” Tom said.

The lack of complex parties, he
concluded, had to be solved, not
within the existing big-tent parties,
but through a breakaway from these.
Seeking a political space where he
could better champion his principles,
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Tom transitioned to federal politics,
running as an NDP candidate.

“The fact that Canada had been
led by either the Conservatives or the
Liberals,” he said, pointed, “to the in-
credible challenge that it was to break
through with the NDP.”

His tenure coincided with the gen-
erally named “Orange Wave™: a his-
toric surge of NDP representation in

@

The Hon. Thomas Mulcair was the leader of the NDP from 2012 to 2017.

Quebec and across Canada. He was
the NDDP’s second member to serve as
the Official Leader of the Opposition.
Tom remains aware of the fact that, to
this day, “there’s still no NDP at the
provincial level.”

Tom’s leadership also came with
internal challenges. The NDP had
long been an English-ran party at its
core, and his rise to leadership initially
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sparked concerns for some members.
He emphasized that once elected, the
party “came together as one.”

“I never sensed any contestation un-
til the 2015 campaign.” he said. Ex-
ternally, one of the main critiques of
his leadership was the combative style
he employed during Question Peri-
ods. While dubbed “Angry Tom” by
some, he rejects this characterization
as a misinterpretation of his approach.

“Anybody who’s worked with me
during my many years in Parliament
or in Quebec City will be happy to
point out that that is not the case,”
he said. Instead, he sees his assertive
questioning as a necessary function of
the opposition.

“The passion is there — the willing-
ness to stand up and take a stand and
sometimes get pushed back for it.” For
Tom, opposition is not about aggres-
sion, but about accountability. He be-

lieves that a robust and well-prepared
opposition  strengthens democracy
by ensuring transparency and hold-
ing governments to account, role that
is lost if the opposition becomes too
permissive.

This type of question, he adds,
also reduces polarization in the social
sphere by designating Parliament as a
place where formal and mediated dis-
cussions can happen. Without these
systems in place, the public might feel
underrepresented and adopt more po-
larized views, leading to aggression
between ideologies.

According to Tom, there must be a
balance between argumentation and
resolution in these periods. After all,
if these values are not weighed, Parlia-
ment could become just as polarized
as the social sector.

The former MP explains the oppo-
sition needs “to show Canadians that

there’s a government in waiting.”

“The role of the opposition is to
be a constructive opposition,” Tom
said. While he challenged the Harp-
er government rigorously, he would
“still have meetings and discussions
with [him]” to find common ground
where possible.

Beyond parliamentary debate, Tom
sees community engagement as fun-
damental to political life. He embrac-
es the shift toward virtual accessibility
and believes evolution can help MPs
maintain stronger ties to their con-
stituents.

“Today, you can accomplish a lot of
your parliamentary work away from
Parliament,” he said. Though MDs
of the past risked being consumed by
the demands of Ottawa, he values the
modernized functions of Parliament
in helping keep representatives con-
nected to who they represent.

Inside the job: Parliamentary Librarian

esearch. Collection. Educa-

tional programs. Corporate

ervices. Centre Block reno-
vations. The Parliamentary Guide
Program. There’s one organizational
body on Parliament Hill that touches
all of these subjects; the Library of
Parliament. At its head, Christine Ivo-
ry, Parliamentary Librarian.

The title of the position evokes an
image of a single head librarian in
Parliament’s library, sifting through
pages to find answers to research
questions about Canada’s parliamen-
tary history. While research is part
of the job, the Parliamentary Librar-
ian oversees a wide variety of activi-
ties at the Library of Parliament.

The position of Parliamentary Li-
brarian was created after Confed-
eration, and after undergoing a few
modifications, the role as we know
it today was established through
the Parliament of Canada Act. The
Act provides that the Parliamentary
Librarian and the Associate Par-
liamentary Librarian are named by
the Governor in Council. Christine
Ivory was nominated in 2023 after
several years of service at the library.

She now manages the organiza-
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tion, and meets with teams, man-
agers and directors to discuss their
projects. These projects include as-
pects of the Centre Block renova-
tions, Information and Technology
on Parliament Hill and the Teachers
Institute on Canadian Parliamentary
Democracy, among other things.
She also supports teams in serving
parliamentarians’ research needs.
There are certain occasions where
she will meet with parliamentarians
to discuss specific research questions
or discuss things that they would
like to see in the library’s collections.

“I’'ve been quite fortunate that
over my career at the library, to
have worked in every service area we
have,” Christine said. Beginning her
career at the library almost twenty
years ago, she has seen many facets
of the library’s activity.

She has held many roles within the
organization, including the manager
of Education Outreach in 2008, di-
rector of Information Technology
in 2019, and acting director general
for Information and Document Re-
source Services until just prior to her
nomination as Parliamentary Librar-
ian. She believes her prior experience

helps her in her role as Parliamen-
tary Librarian and gives her better
perspective when making decisions
about new challenges or opportuni-
ties.

As someone with such breadth
of experience within the Library of
Parliament, Christine has a great
appreciation of the changes she has
seen throughout her many positions.

“Like anything at Parliament,
we’re in constant evolution,” she
said. The work of the Library has
changed in many ways, from the
hybrid work model brought by the
pandemic, to changes in subject
matter of research requests in recent
years.

Through all the changes and her
many years with the organization,
Chrisine says it’s the people she
works with and the groups that they
serve which keep her invested in her
work. She expressed her passion for
her work comes from working with
bright, dedicated employees at the
library. This also extends to the par-
liamentarians they support and the
work they do to educate the public.

“The great motivator is who we
are doing this for.”
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MCGILL FIVE

Parliament’'s “McGill Five”
ten years later

Charmaine Bory.

he 2011 federal election saw the

NDP forming an unexpected

Official Opposition, but the
election also saw another surprising
phenomenon for Parliament. A group
of McGill University students moved
from their campus NDP club to the
tederal NDP caucus.

Students Charmaine Borg, Mat-
thew Dubé, Laurin Liu, Mylene Free-
man and Jamie Nicholls made up the
McGill Five. They represented five of
the 103 national seats and 59 seats in
Quebec won by their newly popular
party.

The NDPs unexpected surge in
Quebec mid-campaign saw the young
students take ridings from incum-
bents, something experts and the stu-
dents themselves were not anticipat-
ing.

gAt the time of his election for
Chambly-Borduas, Matthew Dubé
told McGill’s journal of record that he
was surprised by the result.

“As the election drew near, polls
suggested it would be a real dogtight.
In the end there was nearly a 10,000-
vote difference in my favour,” he told

the McGill reporter.
Matthew was co-president of the
university’s NDP  club, alongside

Charmaine Borg. In the 42nd Gen-
eral Election in 2015, Matthew was
the only one of the McGill Five to win
back his seat.

At 20, Laurin Liu became the
youngest woman in Canadian history
to be elected to Parliament, and the
second-youngest MP in the 41st Par-
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Matthew Dubé.

By Mia Parker

Lawrin Lin.

liament. Living in urban Montreal at
the time, the student journalist didn’t
even have a driver’s license.

Laurin won the riding of Riviere-
des-Mille-iles, calling the experience
of forming opposition a learning
curve for everyone. For her, the tran-
sition was huge, and the demanding
nature of MP work required her to
pause everything and start a new life.

“I _was deﬁmtely very surprised to
win,” she said. “I was at a polling sta-
tion that night as a volunteer oversee-
ing the casting of the ballots, and I got
a text message on my flip phone that
I’'ve won, and it was a huge shock.”

Laurin said her age could be dis-
arming for her colleagues, but at
times made people more comfortable
around her because she wasn’t intimi-
dating. She became her party’s assis-
tant critic for environment in 2011,
and assistant critic for industry, sci-
ence and technology in 2012.

Though she only held a seat for the
41st Parliament, she describes the ex-
perience as a whirlwind and recounts
her time after work in the bar speak-
ing with the other McGill Five MPs
about the crazy experience.

Laurin says the work she looks back
on most proudly was working with
fellow MP Andrew Cash’s proposed
legislation to make changes to the
Canadian Labour Code to protect
interns in federally regulated work-
places.

After the end of her time in Par-
liament, Liu finished her studies at
McGill and got a master’s degree at

Mylene Freeman.

Jamie Nicholls.

the London School of Economics.
She began working at international
nonprofits and philanthropies, even-
tually becoming the UN’s advocacy
co-ordinator for WaterAid.

After completing two terms in Par-
liament, Dub¢ has done political com-
mentary and became vice president at
Proof Strategies. He is also a director
of CAFP.

Charmaine became a lawyer, cur-
rently as legal counsel for the Cana-
dian Radio-Television and Telecom-
munications Commission. She’s also
worked as legal counsel for Office of
the Commissioner of Official Lan-
guages of Canada, and as an associate
for Dentons.

Mylene Freeman, who represented
Argenteuil-Papineau-Mirabel, was the
NDP?s critic for the status of women.
After her term, she got a doctorate in
political theory and became heavily
involved with the Canadian Associa-
tion of University Teachers.

Jamie Nicholls was a doctoral stu-
dent in Urban Planning when he was
elected for Vaudreuil-Soulanges. He
became the NDDP’s assistant critic for
various ministries, including official
languages, energy, natural resources
and transport. After his term, he went
on to be the mayor of Hudson, Que.
Jamie is also the founding director of
the Watershed Council and co-found-
er of Hudson Forest School.

Ten years after their term in Parlia-
ment, the McGill Five are known as
the university student group that took
Canadian politics by surprise.
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CAFP NEWS

CAFP Meeting in St. Andrews,
New Brunswick

From September 6 to 8, 2024, including visits to
Ministers Island and Campobello Island.

Brad Henderson, the mayor of St. Andvew’s, New Brunswick, addresses the meeting.

The island features several significant landmarks, including Coven-  Visitors can explove walking trails, historic buildings, and breathtak-
hoven, Van Horne’s grand shingle-style mansion, a massive livestock  ing coastal views while learning about the island’s unique blend of In-
barn, a bathhouse overlooking the bay, and vemnants of early Indig-  digenous, Loyalist, and vailway-era history. The island is a designated
enous habitation. The island’s shell middens indicate that the Passa-  National Historic Site of Canadn and remains a popular destination
maquoddy people used the area for thousands of years. for bistory enthusiasts and nature lovers alike.
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PAUL MANLEY

From jazz club activism

to Parllament

The many lives of Paul Manly
By Eduardo Rondon

or many born into political fami-
Flies, the path forward seems pre-

ordained - party and ideological
loyalties often shaping their trajectory.
Yet, Paul Manly’s journey defied this
convention, not out of rebellion but out
of necessity.

“I grew up in a very political fam-
ily,” Paul says. His parents were both
involved with the, and from a young
age, he was immersed in the world of
campaigns and grassroots organizing.
At just seven years old, he was already
knocking on doors; this was the first
time he was chased oft a porch while
distributing leaflets.

Paul’s early life in politics consisted
of watching his dad in the House of
Commons, absorbing the intricacies of
governance. Rather than inspiring him
to follow suit, these experiences had the
opposite effect. As a teenager, he re-
solved, “There was no way I was going
to do that.”

Politics, to him, seemed too slow-
moving, too entrenched. Change, he
believed, would come from activism
- through art, through storytelling,
through music.

“I started playing in nightclubs when
I was 18,” Paul says, noting music be-
came his medium of advocating for
reform in social and environmental in-
teractions. He later “realized jazz wasn’t
going to change the world,” so he got
into filmmaking.

Though seemingly removed from
politics, filmmaking honed skills that
would later prove invaluable for his ca-
reer. As a documentary filmmaker, Paul
raised awareness for environmental is-
sues, creating compelling narratives
within complex topics.

“As a documentary filmmaker, you do
a lot of research and get multiple per-
spectives,” he says. These same skills -
critical thinking, persuasive storytelling,
and public engagement — became essen-
tial when he eventually entered Parlia-
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Paul Manly.

ment. Despite his early reluctance, Paul
found himself drawn back to the politi-
cal sphere.

“Governments have a place in shap-
ing our economic, environmental, and
social policy,” Paul says. If he wanted to
create meaningful change, he had to run
for office.

He initially tried to run for the NDP
but couldn’t win the nomination due
to previous comments made against
the party, so Paul found his home with
the Green Party. He admired Elizabeth
May’s leadership style, which encour-
aged consensus-building amongst its
members rather than rigid party disci-
pline.

Winning the second-ever Green seat
in Parliament came with unique chal-
lenges. Representing a smaller party
meant carrying a heavy workload, but it
also meant Elizabeth could finally “div-
vy out some of the work.”

“An hour after I was sworn in, I was
in front of the finance committee de-
fending amendments,” Paul says. “I had
fourteen critic roles right off the bat.”

Navigating Parliament as a small
party also required working across ideo-
logical divides. At times, Paul found

himself collaborating with members of
the Conservative Party — an alliance that
was unlikely, but pragmatic for him.

His experience in documentary film-
making had trained him to listen, un-
derstand opposing viewpoints, and find
common ground. Paul also notes that
many are surprised with his cross-par-
tisan work because of a general misrep-
resentation of the Green Party’s values.

“People are always surprised that a
Green Party guy knows how to take
down a big tree,” he says. “But I can run
a chainsaw — you know, my dad was a
teller.”

The party’s broader philosophy of
sustainable economic projects, he ar-
gues, is sometimes overshadowed by a
superficial understanding of environ-
mentalism. The disconnect between
the party’s general perception and their
true values comes from their status as a
small party, Paul says. Since they “don’t
get the funding that comes with ofticial
party status,” they aren’t able to employ
the same level of public messaging as
larger parties.

After his time in Parliament, Paul
shifted his focus to municipal politics,
winning a seat on the Nanaimo City
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THE WORLD STAGE

Council. While the issues they deal with
remain similar, he finds the local ap-
proach to governance offers different av-
enues. Policies are felt more immediately
since problems are addressed locally, and
the council’s decorum allows for more
constructive and effective dialogue.
“We have rules of decorum in our
council chambers, and the mayor is a
very good chair,” he notes. These fac-

tors, he believes, foster a healthier politi-
cal culture — one he wishes were more
prevalent at the federal level.

Though no longer in Parliament,
Paul remains a dedicated advocate for
environmental reform. One of the most
pressing vet underrepresented crises is
“the crash in biodiversity, which con-
tributes to climate change.” He contin-
ues to work across multiple fronts, not

only at a city and regional level but also
as a filmmaker and community advo-
cate.

“Understanding the needs of your
community is important because you’re
a representative, so your job is to rep-
resent people,” he says. In his multi-
faceted work, Paul weaves in his diverse
experiences — in music, behind a camera
or in the House — to set his priorities.

Representing Canada on
the world stage

ormer MPs and Senators have
Fgone on to diplomatic post-

ings around the world to ensure
Canada is at the table and ready to do
its part. Many former parliamentar-
ians have found their international
roles both challenging and rewarding.

“It’s a great honour to have the re-
sponsibility of living and working in
London and speaking on behalf of
Canada,” said former Saskatchewan
Liberal MP the Hon. Ralph Goodale.

He has been posted in London,
England, since 2021, serving as the
Canadian High Commissioner to the
United Kingdom. Ralph said he ap-
preciates the history of Canada’s long-
standing relationship with the British.

“There’s a relationship between our
two countries that’s deeply rooted in
hundreds of years of history and herit-
age,” he said. “Those natural instincts
and values just create a bond between
the United Kingdom and Canada that
is very strong to this day.”

Ralph’s time in the United King-
dom has been nothing short of event-
ful. He has witnessed everything
from the Queen’s Platinum jubilee to
her passing in 2022 while also seeing
changes in the country’s government
and major global events.

It is a special feeling to represent
Canada at what he calls the best em-
bassy in Britain, Ralph says.

“We have this glorious location on
the edge of Trafalgar Square,” he said.
“It is generally regarded as the most
visible, prominent and prestigious
embassy of them all.”

Beyond the Hill = Summer 2025

By Michael McBean

Not too far away, former New-
foundland Conservative MP the Hon.
Loyola Hearn served as Canada’s am-
bassador to Ireland. He was ambassa-
dor from 2010 to 2014 and was proud
to represent Canada in a country he
had personal ties to.

“When your country asks you to
represent them internationally, that’s
certainly an honour,” Loyola said.
“My ancestry is Irish on both sides of
the family, and we were always very
close to Ireland so I felt at ease there.”

He takes pride in what he was able
to do during his time as ambassador,
particularly when it came to connect-
ing the two nations.

“When I first arrived in Ireland
there were no direct year-round
flights between Canada and Ireland,”
Loyola said. “We eventually worked
toward getting year-round direct
flights from Toronto to Dublin and
later they added other options from
Canada as well.”

He also negotiated to create more
student and job opportunities be-
tween the two nations.

Former Ontario Liberal MP the
Hon. Sergio Marchi also represented
Canada internationally and said some-
times he had to pinch himself with
the opportunities he had.

“Having been elected to Parliament
on behalf of Canadian citizens was a
high privilege,” Sergio said. “But in
a different way, serving your country
abroad and sitting behind a Canadian
nameplate was also a very high privi-
lege.”

From 1999 to 2004, he served
as the Canadian ambassador to the
World Trade Organization and the
UN agencies in Geneva, Switzerland.

Sergio said while politics and diplo-
macy go hand in hand, there are some
key differences.

“You have to have a great deal of
patience, much more than in politics,”
he said. “It’s because diplomacy gen-
erally moves slower. That does not
mean you are not busy, it just means
the management of issues goes at a
slower pace.”

Sergio said he would like to see
more young people explore roles in
diplomacy, especially in a time with
increased political polarization.

“Public service on the international
stage is a great opportunity for indi-
vidual growth and you get to feel the
satisfaction that good public service
brings,” he said.

While representing Canada at the
international level is an honour, it can
also be a challenge to spend long pe-
riods away from home. Ralph, Loyola
and Sergio all found their own ways
of keeping in touch with their home
country and said advancements in
technology have been helpful.

Ralph said he still misses his home
province despite the often-cold prairie
temperatures.

“I was glad to get back to Saskatch-
ewan at Christmas and shovel some
snow on the driveway and get a little
bit of 45 below for a few days,” Ralph
said. “At the end of the day, home is
home and that’s what matters.”
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IT SEEMS TO ME

Dovrothy Dobbie.

lowly, over the last few decades,
Sthe relevance of backbench MPs

has been eroded until they are
now expected to be mere puppets in the
hands of — no, not the Prime Minister
directly, but the apparatus that has grow
up around that office.

This has taken place during the last
six decades with evermore power being
vested in the PMO, then filtered down
through unelected, backroom-chosen
politicos working for this new central-
1zed machine. The head of this machine
is generally the PM’s Chief of Staff, the
keeper of all the keys.

That individual, under the guise of
relieving pressure on the overburdened
leader, becomes increasingly the first
and often the last line of defence. The
leader hears what this person deter-
mines the Leader needs to hear and
often the information arrives packaged
in the manner most appealing to the
gatekeeper.

To extend this power, this same office
and individual has been controlling the
hiring of staff for ministers, reducing
their power and relevance. We have all
heard various ministers say over the past
few years that they “didn’t know” about
this or that key piece of information.
I believe them and I do not condemn
them for it. How frustrating it must be
to be given a mandate to accomplish
something, then to have minimal or no
power over achieving the goal.

This erosion of power is not a con-
struct of one government or one party
or entirely of the federal government.
I see it happening at all levels, provin-
cial and municipal, too. And it is prob-
ably not exclusive to this period. Think
back in history to the Rasputins and the
Machiavellies of the past and the name-
less, countless others who served as the
powers “behind the throne”.

A former MP, who once served as
chief of staff to a minister, asked how
far his power extended, to be told by
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IS one reason why

By Dorothy Dobbie

Things that could change

1. Ministers must be allowed to
hire their own chiefs of staff.

2. Deputy ministers and other
bureaucrats should report to and
directly brief ministers, rather
than chiefs of staff.

3. Members should be required
to write their own speeches for the
House of Commons rather than
choosing pre-scripted materials.
And they should be encouraged
to abandon scripts and speak from
the heart.

4. Staff should never be allowed
to attend caucus meetings. This
is where members get to air their
real thoughts.

5. Political part selection com-
mittees should be allowed to make
decisions on the understanding
that they are responsible for the
result. The rules for refusal should
be clear to all potential candidates.

the minister that in effect he had all the
authority of the minister. The difference
here is that the new chief of staff respect-
ed his minister and, while he felt free
to provide his opinion to the minister,
he understood who had the last word.
This former MP also understood and
respected the authority of the electorate.
Not so with all those who come to these
positions today. This cohort is all about
gaining and maintaining power.

They may start off as young staffers
only to develop a certain cynicism about
governance and the value of the elected
member, who may have less experience
than they do. As they advance, some
become good at usurping authority
through the gatekeeper status. They are
the first recipients of information and
how that is deployed is a mighty tool.

Sadly, that this is accepted by the
elected members starts way back during

the nomination and “selection” process.
The public is led to believe that if you
want to run, all you have to do is put
your hand up, then get out there and sell
memberships and convince party mem-
bers that you deserve the right to repre-
sent the party in the election. You will
debate against a worthy opponent and
may the best candidate win! And that is
the way it should work. But it doesn’t.

Instead, Parties have “selection” com-
mittees that vet the potential candidates
before they are even allowed to sell
memberships. Committee chairs and
members are chosen for sterling reputa-
tions in the community, and they think
their mission is to simply ensure that the
potential candidate is not a criminal or a
child molester or worse, a stalking horse
for the Opposition. Their tendency is to
want to say Yes to the majority of con-
tenders and let the nomination process
be the final arbiter. Too often that is not
the way it works. Some nameless party
member reporting to some other name-
less authority may have already decided
who is to be selected and the other con-
tenders are quickly weeded out under
one criterion or another.

This is a much larger topic than I have
room to explore here, but perhaps it will
make you think. Some of you will re-
main active and influential in your par-
ties. Perhaps you can use some of that
influence to plant seeds of change.
Speaking to a few former members who
agree with these thoughts, produced an
idea. Perhaps former members of each
party should nominate former a list of
former MPs who would make good
chiefs of staft to the next prime min-
ister. At the very least, the individual
would have some respect for the realities
of being a member or a minister and un-
derstand how vitally important it is that
true representation is allowed to prevail.
Dorothy Dobbie, Progressive Conservative

MP for Winnipeg South 1988 to 1993, is the
former chair of CAFP.
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LIFE AFTER OFFICE

Some amongst you are entering
a difficult life transition. Leav-
ing parliament, whether by your
own choice or that of your voters, pre-
sents what appears to be a seamless
path back to previously known nor-
mality. It is not.

You likely won’t realize this for many
months to come as the blurry activity
of closing offices, saying goodbye to
friends and staff, bureaucratic detail
compliance, and the rapidity of events
encompass you. Then it hits.

The identity with your work, the
power once available is gone. So too
are the daily discussions with col-
leagues, formerly a hallway away, now
obstructed by an inconvenient time
zone or two. We identified with our
given roles, not just during working
hours, but twenty-four seven.

Work, important work, did con-
sume us as parliamentarians. I believe
we all came to parliament, perhaps
naive, but with good intentions to
improve the lives of fellow Canadians.
We learned how to tap into the mul-
titude of resources readily available to
fulfill each task. We learned, even as
adversaries politically, to cooperate
for results. And there was satisfaction
when legislation passed or policies ad-
vanced.

The reintegration back to the home,
the family, and the region where I
lived was not seamless for me. I felt
that I had to earn my way back into
that family that I had left each week
while an MP. The spouse and chil-
dren had adjusted their roles to fill the
voids I had willingly left behind. They
did not accept that I was back ready
to take over again. Mine was not the
only life that had changed while I pur-
sued my career in Ottawa.

Similarly those community organi-
zations where I was warmly greeted
didn’t know how to deal with the
“former MP”. Another had my role.
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Life after office

Another look at falling off the cliff

By the Hon. Sue Barnes

Life after the big day is unpredictable.

The invitations stopped, the flood of
emails and calls slowed then gradually
disappeared.

Perhaps if someone had warned
me it would have been easier — some-
one to remind me that I was not my
job, that life didn’t stand still while
I functioned in parliament. It may
have helped if T had been able to share
with someone who had been through
it could relate this as akin to the
phases of grief. Having recently been
through the experience of personal
loss and grieving, I easily see the simi-
larities today.

The Association of Former Parlia-
mentarians can help you and mem-
bership is gratis for the first year.
Nonpartisan and understanding con-
tact is available. A simple conversation
can make a difference, and the study
travel activities and meetings provide
an opportunity to meet with those
who truly understand just what it was
that you did for a portion of your life.

This organization was established

by an act of parliament. CAFP has
an office and a small staff on the hill
and an inadequate budget allocation.
There is also an education founda-
tion.

Over four hundred former senators
and MPDPs participate to various de-
grees and thus it can fulfill a need you
may be surprised to have at this point
in your career. Maybe not today, but
six months or a year hence.

Every year there is an AGM in Ot-
tawa to elect the volunteer board of
directors. During this two-day event,
a very special memorial service is held
to remember those who passed over
the last year. Family members are wel-
comed and invited to the luncheon
which follows the service.

One regional meeting is held an-
nually outside Ottawa and a very
interesting annual study tour is held
internationally. This article is being
written in the lobby of our hotel in
Rome while the federal election pro-
ceeds in Canada.
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LIFE AFTER OFFICE

You will be welcomed and supported
by like-minded individuals who can
help, challenge, or provide the collegi-
ality that is always welcome in our lives.

Eventually as time passes, that new
life post-parliament takes shape. You
get back to the core person who some-

times before didn’ take the time to be
wholly present in the conversations,
meetings, and interactions.

That power of purpose in your life
discovers other outlets and once again
you will belong in your world. You will
have found that footing that perhaps is

less in the spotlight, but valued by oth-
ers, and more importantly, yourself.
Life has just changed, and you are in
control again. Bon voyage!

The Hon. Sue Barnes represented the riding
of London West from 1993 to 2008 as a Lib-
eral member of Parliament.

A few things you should know
about your association

CAFP was established May 29,
1996. Its membership encom-
passes both former House of
Commons members and former Sen-
ators. The Speaker of the Senate and
the Speaker of the House of Com-
mons are honorary members and co-
chairpersons of the Association.

The House of Commons provides
CAFP with office space at 131 Queen
Street in Ottawa. The Association
receives about $28,000 annually for
incidentals, the expense shared by the
House of Commons and the Senate.
This is in addition to the equivalent
of one full-time staff member. In
reality, we share two staff members
with the Spouses Association. When
we travel on a study tour, or to a re-
gional meeting, we each pay our own
way, and we share the costs of taking
a staff member with us to handle the
logistics. We buy all gifts that are dis-

By Dorothy Dobbie

tributed as a delegation.

The Chairperson of the Canadian
Association of Former Parliamentar-
ians is 30th on the Order of prefer-
ence (Senators are 2lst, members
of the House of Commons are 22).
No other parliamentary association
is given that honour. Yet for the
2023-2024 fiscal year, other parlia-
mentary associations had a budget of
$4,300,496.

We have been trying to get an in-
crease in our funding since 2022. Let
us hope that we can achieve this in
the coming year.

Canadian Association of Former
Parliamentarians Act
Objects

5 The objects of the Association
are

* (a) to put the knowledge and
experience of its members at the
service of parliamentary democracy

in Canada and elsewhere;

* (b) to serve the public interest
by providing non-partisan support
for the parliamentary system of gov-
ernment in Canada;

* (c) to foster a spirit of commu-
nity among former parliamentarians;

* (d) to foster good relations
between members of the Senate and
House of Commons of Canada and
former parliamentarians; and

* (e) to protect and promote the
interests of former parliamentarians.
Non-partisan

6 The Association shall not pursue
its objects for any partisan political
purpose.

FEind out move about the Canadian
Association of Former Pavliamentarians
(CAEP) on their website at exparl.co

Dorothy Dobbie, Progressive Conserva-
tive MP for Winnipeg South 1988 to
1993, is the former chair of CAFP.

Diego Eduardo Rondon-Capurro 2004 - 2025

t was with great sadness that Be-
Iyond the Hill heard of the recent

passing of one of our writers,
Diego (Eduardo) Rondon-Capurro.
Eduardo was incredibly hard-working
and kind, and we are grateful for the
opportunity to share his work in this
edition.

Eduardo was originally from Lima,
Peru, and moved to Utah as a teen-
ager. In an interview with Dorothy
and Mia, Eduardo talked about how
the adjustment between countries and
cultures prepared him for navigat-
ing the nuances of non-partisanship.
Though he’d come across people he
disagreed with, Eduardo always fo-
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cused on the humanity underneath
differing perspectives. He later told us
he enjoyed working for the magazine
because he felt the work was moving
past the polarization in politics and
towards friendlier discussions. His
family shared with us that he was
“deeply interested in politics and saw
his writing as a meaningful way to
contribute to broader society.”

Before coming to us, Eduardo was
a business analyst at Pet Angels in
Utah. He was also a leader in his high
school debate team and founded and
led the school’s Model United Na-
tions team. Eduardo was an English
tutor for children in underdeveloped

areas of Peru, and he loved cooking,
baking, and music. At the time of his
passing, Eduardo had just finished his
second year at Carleton University,
working towards a bachelor’s degree
in political science with a minor in law
and a concentration in Canadian poli-
tics. He was only 21 years old.

Eduardo was deeply passionate and
excited about his work for the maga-
zine, and he was honoured to inter-
view formers such as Tony Clement,
Paul Manly, and Thomas Mulcair. He
is remembered lovingly by his friends
and family and our team remembers
him with much gratitude and respect
for his contributions.
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FROM THE BOOKSHELF

loyd Axworthy: My Life in
LPolitics is a candid and reflec-

tive memoir introducing read-
ers to more than the Hon. Lloyd Ax-
worthy’s career as a politician.

Born in Saskatchewan in 1939,
Lloyd moved to Winnipeg as a child,
where he was shaped by Winnipeg’s
North End neighbourhood. The
working-class area and his mother’s
strong belief in the power of edu-
cation helped to make him into the
man he is today.

“It was a very diverse community,”
said Lloyd in an interview with Be-
yond the Hill. “I grew up in an envi-
ronment where people were Ukrain-
ian, Polish and from other places
around the world.”

In high school, Axworthy had the
chance to listen to a speech from for-
mer Prime Minister Lester B. Pear-
son at Winnipeg’s Civic Auditorium.
The speech resonated with Lloyd
who said as a teenager he was not
initially interested in politics. It was
a pivotal moment.

“He [Pearson] talked about what it
meant to be Canadian,” Lloyd said.
“I think it gave me a real sense of
how we do have our own distinction
and that we should be independent.”

Lloyd was captivated by Pearson’s
vision of Canada as a peacekeeper
and what he was able to accom-
plish. A personal highlight for Lloyd
was during his time as transporta-
tion minister when he renamed the
Malton Airport to Toronto Pearson
International Airport.

After graduating from the Univer-
sity of Winnipeg, Lloyd’s academic
journey took him to Princeton Uni-
versity in the 1960s, where he found
inspiration in the political move-
ments of the era, including the civil
rights movement and John F. Ken-
nedy’s presidency.
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Lloyd Axworthy's
My Life in Politics

Essential reading in Canadian diplomacy

By Michael McBean

A speech by Lester Pearvson convinced a youny
Lioyd Axworthy to investigate politics.

He eventually returned to Winni-
peg where he was later elected as an
MLA for the Manitoba Liberals.

His move to federal politics came
in 1979 when he won a seat in the
House of Commons. Over the years,
Lloyd held various roles, including
Minister of Human Resources and
Minister of Foreign Affairs under
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien.

One of Lloyd’s proudest achieve-
ments was his leadership in the cam-
paign to ban landmines which culmi-
nated in the Ottawa Treaty. Signed
by 122 countries, it was an unprec-
edented initiative that required part-
nerships from major international
groups. His efforts earned global ac-
claim, and Axworthy was even con-
sidered for the Nobel Peace Prize.

“Canada was taking the lead,”
Lloyd said. “It gave Canada an in-
credible boost in its diplomatic pres-
ence in the world.”

Lloyd said his upbringing played a
role in why this issue was so impor-
tant to him.

“Growing up in wartime and just

having a sense of what war can do
to people really made this important
for me,” he said.

Another accomplishment Lloyd
takes great pride in was his govern-
ment’s creation of the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms.

“I think it was important in the
substance, but it was also important
in what it did for the country,” he
said. Lloyd described the Charter as
being vitally important for minority
groups in Canada to have their rights
clearly protected and codified in law.

While Lloyd’s memoir reflects
upon his greatest accomplishments
as an MP, it also offers glimpses into
his personal life and the challenges of
balancing public service with private
struggles.

The final chapters of the book of-
fer an analysis of ongoing issues that
still affect Canada today. Reconcilia-
tion with Indigenous people is some-
thing Lloyd is particularly passionate
about.

“They were the original founding
people, not the English and not the
French,” Lloyd said, noting he would
like to see Canada restore practices
from Indigenous culture.

“We have to think about how we
can start incorporating Indigenous
law and their beliefs into what we do
and how we make decisions,” he said.

Lloyd issues a call to action on
how he would like to see democratic
reform in Canada to achieve a more
inclusive, participatory political sys-
tem.

Lloyd Axworthy: My Life in Poli-
tics is a thought-provoking read, of-
fering a nuanced look at both the
man and the political landscape he
helped shape. It is essential reading
for anyone interested in the evolution
of Canadian diplomacy and where
the country should go from here.
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en Lieutenant-General and

former senator Roméo Dal-

laire presented his newest

book, The Peace, at the Ottawa Writ-

ers’ Festival, he said to the crowd, “I'm

just an old soldier, who wants to con-
tinue to serve.”

This service has taken many forms
throughout his career, as a military and
peacekeeping leader, Canadian senator,
and author and activist of various caus-
es. In earlier books, Roméo advanced
the issue of child soldiers and raised
awareness of mental health challenges
like his own journey with PTSD.

The Peace takes on the structure of
Dante’s Divine Comedy, following Ro-
méo through his Hell, Purgatory, and
the heaven-like depiction of The Peace.
His hell was the “biblical horror” of the
Rwandan Genocide. Tasked with assist-
ing in the implementation of a peace ac-
cord, Roméo watched the descent into
a genocide, seeing 800,000 killed, and
millions hurt, orphaned and displaced.
Begging for help, he was confronted
with the governing belief that human
lives didn’t matter, and he was left pow-
erless to help, haunted by the spirits of
the dead.

As he recounts the experience in The
Peace, Roméo also describes how it im-
bued him with a “vision of our shared
humanity and [his] own responsibility
to it.” Through chapters each empha-
sizing a different aspect of the hell that
became his experiences in Rwanda, Ro-
méo captures for the reader the history
underlying the contlict, the motives of
the local groups and of the internation-
al powers, and the tensions on all levels
that he and his fellow soldiers had to
reckon with.

Beyond the crisis in the African
country, Roméo discusses other con-
tlicts, wars and great tragedies of hu-
manity that contributed to his perspec-
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Roméo Dallaire’s

The Peace

An important guidebook
toward a better world

By Mia Parker

tive on conflict. The “Hell” portion of
the book takes the majority of pages,
culminating in an urgent discussion of
a current conflict, Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, and Roméo’s fear that we will
remain trapped in this period of short-
term and small-minded thinking about
conflict and peace negotiation. He calls
for a revolution.

Roméo’s Purgatory consists of a re-
view of current failings in how peace
is approached and negotiated. He has
seen a cycle of reactionary relation-
ships of nations, precarious solutions,
and cessation of hostilities over lasting
peace.

“Truce is nothing like peace,” he
writes. The security is often temporary
and heavily strained. His Purgatory is
also defined by adherence to the status
quo, and the ongoing factors that build
tension and conflict, like inequality and
irresponsibility.

The ultimate existential risk of war,
he alludes to, is the modern threat of
nuclear warfare. It also coincides with
looming threats relating to climate and
general divisiveness. Addressing these
issues requires a new conceptual frame-
work altogether, he argues.

Roméo believes Canada has lost the
sense of its role in diplomacy on the
world stage. He says the diplomatic
corps is gutted, and history will hold
the nation accountable.

“Canada has turned out to be a great
disappointment in having lost its focus
as being a leading middle power that
can be the bridge between the develop-
ing world and the big powers and pro-
duce the innovative solutions that eve-
rybody’s expecting of us,” he said in an
interview with Beyond the Hill.

Canada and the world need to re-
build. The Peace is a guidebook from
one of the country’s most well-known
and respected soldiers.

In writing, Roméo drew on his ex-
periences as a senator. When he sat in
the red house, he continued to bring at-
tention to issues like the continued use
of child soldiers. He says the parliamen-
tary debate was civil and respectful, al-
lowing him to really think about issues
in that capacity.

Dante’s Paradise is described as a so-
lar system — other planets in an organic
and dynamic system. Roméo’s is simi-
lar. The man who had seen the worst of
war and bloodshed, brought very near
suicide, and continued to witness the
carnage of the world, oriented himself
towards a new concept — love.

“When you lay your head on a pillow
at night beside the person that you love,
nothing else counts. It is the most pow-
erful emotion,” he said, noting that it
has the power to change one’s whole
perspective on the future, and building
love is an important aspect of the quest
for lasting peace.

The world now needs engaged lead-
ership, crisis prevention, and global
security, as well as love. The Peace is
a concept beyond band-aid solutions.
Roméo’s goal for humanity is working
towards and achieving a state of perpet-
ual and unthreatened peace. Not only is
this necessary to protect communities
from the harm of war, Roméo views it
as an emancipation, a kind of revolu-
tion, and a pathway for people to come
together to collaboratively solve other
global issues.

In a time that continues to see con-
flict, in a world that is plagued by
looming threats of nuclear warfare,
and still sees inequality and division,
The Peace is an important reflection
on what matters most, and how we get
there. Combining his experiences as a
soldier, a leader, and a senator, Roméo
takes on a new role as a visionary for a
better world as he authors this text.
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DENNIS GRUENDING

g n investigation into an investiga-
tion, a former MP and journal-
ist dives into the decades of work

of an RCMP spy planted deep in the

communist movement of Canada, in a

story of the politics of surveillance and

betrayal.

A Communist for the RCMP is a de-
tailed account of the career and life of
Frank Hadesbeck, the spy who investi-
gated communism in Canada. Looking
at Hadesbeck’s family history and his
life leading up to becoming an inform-
ant for the RCMP during the Cold War,
author Dennis Gruending provides ex-
cellent context for how it all began.

This book is an insight into the world
of historical spy work conducted by the
RCMP during the Cold War. Through
the use of historical documentation, in-
cluding Hadesbeck’s own journal, Den-
nis walks the reader through Hades-
beck’s missions for the RCMP, and his
thoughts and feelings about his work for
over thirty years.

Frank Hadesbeck was born into a
family of Hungarian immigrants. He
and his family suffered many hardships
throughout his life, from the loss of his
mother to their continued economic in-
stability. Living in southern Saskatche-
wan and southern Alberta, he struggled
as a young man to find stable employ-
ment.

Hadesbeck was able to support him-
self for short periods travelling for sea-
sonal work, but that was never enough
to get him on his feet. His short stint
with the American Army did not pro-
vide him the career he was looking for
either. It did, however, provide him with
training which empowered him to join
over one thousand other Canadians in
volunteering to fight for the Republi-
cans in the Spanish Civil War.

Dennis recounts passages from Ha-
desbeck’s diary admitting to not being
particularly roused by the communist
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A Communist for
the RCMP

The investigation of a lifetime

Reviewed by Averi Winn

ideology. He remains largely unpoliti-
cal in his opinions about the communist
party and associated people he writes
about, despite the incredibly political na-
ture of the war he volunteered to fight
in. Most of his critiques or dissent in-
volved the administration of the army.
It is perhaps his lack of deep political
passion that allowed him to work in
communist spaces for so long, gain their
trust, and patiently gather information.

In the mid-1930s, Hadesbeck began
his career with the RCMP by posing as
a member of the Communist Party in
Calgary, Alta. Over the course of several
months, he collected names, addresses
and other important information regard-
ing the Party’s most prominent mem-
bers. He surveyed union strikes for any
potential communist activity and follow-
ing the ban of the Communist Party, be-
came a member of the Labour Progres-
sive Party. He chose key positions within
the party which allowed him to easily ac-
cess important information and transmit
it to the RCMP in complete secrecy.

But to say the book is simply the story
of a heroic spy would not quite capture
it. As articulated in Dennis’ foreword,
this is a story of betrayal; the betrayal of
comrades, of Canadians, of rights and
freedoms. It’s also about the betrayal
Hadesbeck felt by the RCMP, and his
strike back in publicizing what had been
hidden away.

Beyond exploring the spy’s life, A
Communist for the RCMP contains an
implicit conversation about power; who
has it, and how they wield it.

“Being a parliamentarian heightened
my knowledge and concern about the
abuses of power,” said Dennis in an
emailed statement to Beyond the Hill.
The book highlights the extent to which
the RCMP was willing to go to collect
information about a social movement,
from private correspondence to personal
addresses.

Dennis dedicates many pages to speak
about the RCMP’s (and formerly the
North West Mounted Police’s) historical
activities dedicated to maintaining a sta-
tus quo. When recounting Hadesbeck’s
investigation of Tommy Douglas’s com-
mittee on public health, including union
representative Walter Smishek, he high-
lights that it now seems strange that the
RCMP worked in opposition to “Cana-
da’s most cherished social program.”

A Communist for the RCMP is a
thorough walk through Frank Hades-
beck’s career which spanned over three
decades. In 215 short pages, Dennis
takes the reader back and forth in time to
analyze the work of the RCMP against
communist ideology before, during and
after the Cold War.

Concerns about RCMP overreach in
conducting clandestine investigations
like this were familiar to Dennis, an
NDP MP during the end of the twenti-
eth century. It was not lost on him that
the issue was closer to him than most.

“As NDP MPs, we suspected that
members of our party had often been
among the targets of RCMP surveil-
lance,” said Dennis. “We have since
learned through public documentation
that there was extensive surveillance
upon Tommy Douglas, David Lewis,
J.W. Woodsworth, and other social dem-
ocrats. That was overreach and there is
no defensible reason for it.”

The genre of extensive investigations
into social movements has not died. As
Dennis writes, Indigenous land defend-
ers and environment activists have also
been identified as “potential terrorists”
and subject to similar surveillance.

Through the exploration of Hades-
beck’s work, A Communist for the
RCMP opens questions about Canadian
agencies’ appetite and tolerance for ex-
tensive surveillance, and how this could
affect the movements and politics that
live today.
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DIEFENBAKER, PEARSON, AND
THE MAKING OF MODERN CANADA

JOHN IBBITSODN

olitics, like all social sciences,

I -) is inherently subjective, shaped

by individual interpretations of

the world. John Ibbitson’s The Duel,

published in 2023, captures this phe-
nomenon masterfully.

The book explores the lives of
former Prime Ministers John Die-
fenbaker and Lester B. Pearson. By
chronicling their family histories and
pre-political lives, Ibbitson illustrates
how formative experiences influ-
enced their political priorities — as
the ending of Chapter One suggests,
“Their childhoods shaped their fu-
tures.”

For instance, John “...used to get
quite upset when [his] schoolmates
teased [him] about [his] name”,
which influenced his lifelong com-
mitment as a politician to equal-
ity regardless of ethnicity. Having
grown up in western Canada, John
nurtured a unique relationship with
Métis and First Nation communi-
ties. During his legal career, he also
represented Indigenous peoples in
courts; developing a strong connec-
tion with these communities further
solidified his decision to extend suf-
frage to marginalized groups.

While one’s formative experiences
are critical to their political develop-
ment, The Duel shows how the les-
sons drawn from those events are
equally significant. Despite similar
backgrounds of modest families and
frequent relocations, John and Lest-
er’s interpretations of their experi-
ences diverged, moving their politi-
cal ideologies away from each other.

John’s western upbringing and
German heritage instilled a sense
of regional alienation in his under-
standing of his social positioning.
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John Ibbitson’s The Duel

The personal tale of two
prime ministers

Reviewed by Eduardo Rondon

He saw the Liberal Party as intrinsi-
cally British and its focus on Quebec
and Ontario as unjust.

These feelings of alienation caused
John to be more introverted in char-
acter and cautious of the British
majority. His regional and ethnic
background made him “Western
in orientation [and] populist in his
bones.”

In contrast, Lester’s English-
Scottish heritage and his upbring-
ing in the insularity of Ontario pro-
vided him with a sense of belonging
within the majority culture, even
with his working-class background.
These factors fostered a co-operative
personality that aided his tenure in
foreign atfairs but stunted an un-
derstanding of the Western struggle
that his opponent possessed.

The Duel also touches upon the
importance of historical context in
shaping both leaders.

Lester and John endured two
world wars, experiences that signifi-
cantly impacted their policy priori-
ties. Although both men experienced
the same events, Ibbitson shows how
the lessons they took from these dif-
fered due to their individual experi-
ences.

Lester’s focus on global co-opera-
tion, culminating in his Nobel Peace
Prize for the development of Peace-
keeping in the Suez Crisis, stemmed
from his desire to avoid the devasta-
tion of global conflict.

John learnt more from the after-
math of WWI, seeing how post-war
transitions led to the Great Depres-
sion. Because of his understanding
of the wars and populist priorities,
he “...considered unemployment
the worst imaginable social ill.” He

focused his policies primarily on
regulating employment during crises
through Keynesian economics.
What makes The Duel compelling
is its exploration of the often-over-
looked female influence in shaping
political decisions. While not active
in the political sphere, their mothers’
morals and guidance profoundly im-
pacted the politicians’ attitudes. Un-
til her last breath, John “...phoned
his mother almost every day and
wrote to her every few days” to let
her know the issues he was facing.
Their wives, though relegated to
domestic roles, were instrumental
in political strategizing, networking
and refining speeches. While John’s
first marriage was tumultuous, many
people commented on the impor-
tance of his wife in his success as a
politician, mentioning how “If any-
one [could have] make John a suc-
cess, it [would have been]| Edna.”
Maryon Pearson was among the
first women to attend the University
of Toronto, dreaming “...of a career
in writing or journalism or even di-
plomacy.” Despite resentment over
sacrificing her ambitions by marry-
ing Lester, her contributions to the
former prime minister’s career un-
derscore the historically hidden yet
significant role of women in politics.
The Duel acknowledges the po-
litical reality that, while many po-
litical breakthroughs stemmed from
women “...through advice to [their]
husbands,” their merits were mostly
attributed to the men. Maryon’s lega-
cy continues to shape Canadian insti-
tutions beneath its male-dominated
facade.
While The Duel excels in connect-
ing personal histories to policy de-
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cisions, it leaves certain ideological
contradictions unexplored. John, for
example, championed equality and
opposed British norms due to his
German background, yet in his po-
litical career, he promoted the con-
cept of “One Canada” and advocated
for the preservation of the Union
Jack.

These inconsistencies, while
mainly rooted in party allegiance
and a rivalry with Lester, might
merit deeper analysis within the
book’s framework. It would have
been insightful to see how the
Prime Ministers prioritized certain
values over others due to their per-
sonal experiences when their beliefs
found themselves at odds.

Throughout the book, Ibbitson
presents a colourful retelling of po-
litical events by describing the mo-
ments in great detail. Though other
writers might consider excluding
elements that do not work towards

the bigger picture, the author omits
no detail, regardless of how minus-
cule it may appear, to describe the
environment and emotions in which
these moments took place.

Through vivid adjectives and rich
descriptions, the author painted a
vibrant picture to immerse readers
in the scene and emotional context
of each story. Even in describing the
weather during electoral seasons,
the author presents a vivid scene.

Overall, The Duel humanizes
political figures often viewed as
infallible and unquestionable. By
highlighting personal quarrels and
emotional responses, Ibbitson re-
veals the humanity behind a politi-
cian’s public persona. While Lester
and John had countless reasons to
dislike each other, this book por-
trays how their relationship deterio-
rated due to a mere dislike of each
other’s characters.

Whether in John’s deciding to

join the Conservative Party out of
dislike for Liberal club leaders at his
university, or his dislike for John F.
Kennedy emerging from him mis-
pronouncing his last name, The
Duel highlights human emotions in
the actions of politicians.

The book intimately includes
anecdotes given in private set-
tings rather than carefully crafted
speeches, such as JFK’s insults to-
wards John, which sheds the mysti-
cism that these actors tend to hold.
This approach fosters a more nu-
anced and humanized understand-
ing of political actors. It encourages
greater political participation by
individuals who feel they might be
“too flawed” for the political sector.
After all,

John Diefenbaker and Lester B.
Pearson, despite their enduring leg-
acies, were just as human, and com-
mitted as many missteps, as anyone
else.

The legacy of His Highness the
Aga Khan |V, a visionary |leader

On February 4th, 2025, the
world mourned the pass-
ing of His Highness the
Aga Khan IV in Lisbon, Portugal,
at the age of 88. As an Honorary
Citizen of Canada and the 49th he-
reditary Imam of the Shia Imami
Ismaili Muslims, his life and work
embodied a profound commitment
to humanitarianism and pluralism.
While addressing the Parliament
of Canada on 27th February 2014
and explaining the dual responsibili-
ties the Imam is mandated to carry,
His Highness said, “The role of the
Ismaili Imam is a spiritual one; his
authority is that of religious inter-
pretation. It is not a political role. I
do not govern any land. At the same
time, Islam believes fundamen-
tally that the spiritual and material
worlds are inextricably connected.
Faith does not remove Muslims — or
their Imams — from daily, practical
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By Yasmin Ratansi

His Highness the Aga Khan IV was the spir-
stual leader of the Ismaili Muslims.
Photo courtesy of the Government of India.

matters in family life, in business, in
community affairs”.

The Aga Khan's contributions to
humanity are vast and multifaceted,

making it a challenge to encapsulate
his impact in a brief overview. His
vision extended well beyond the Is-
maili community, as he emerged as a
transformative leader whose efforts
resonated globally. His humility set
him apart; he prioritized substance
over spectacle, working tirelessly
to reshape lives on every continent
without seeking the limelight.

His connection to Canada dates
back to 1972, during the expulsion
of Ugandan Asians by President Idi
Amin. Collaborating with Prime
Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau, he
facilitated the resettlement of 6,000
Ismailis in Canada, ensuring they
became self-sufficient members of
society. This initiative led to the
establishment of the Industrial Pro-
motion Service (IPS) in Canada,
providing essential seed funding for
entrepreneurial ventures among his
followers.
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In 1967, the Aga Khan founded
the Aga Khan Development Net-
work (AKDN), an organization
dedicated to economic development,
education, healthcare, and cultural
initiatives. He articulated his be-
lief in the integration of faith and
worldly responsibility, stating, “This
Muslim belief in the fusion of Faith
and World is why much of my atten-
tion has been committed to the work
of the Aga Khan Development Net-
work.” The AKDN has since grown
into a vast humanitarian institu-
tion, with over 1,000 projects across
South and Central Asia and Africa,
employing nearly 100,000 individu-
als. The World Bank recognized the
AKDN as an exemplary partner in
economic development, underscor-
ing its effectiveness and reach.

In partnership with the Govern-
ment of Canada, the Aga Khan
established the Global Centre for
Pluralism in Ottawa in 2006. This
institution focuses on research, edu-
cation, and the promotion of plu-
ralistic values, drawing inspiration
from Canada's diverse societal fabric.
In his book, *Where Hope Takes
Root*, the Aga Khan emphasized
the necessity of nurturing pluralism
across various sectors, stating, “De-
veloping support for pluralism does
not occur naturally. It is a concept
that must be nurtured in every fo-
rum.”

The legacy of His Highness the
Aga Khan IV is one of profound
vision and unwavering dedication
to the betterment of humanity. His
work has inspired countless indi-
viduals and institutions to embrace
pluralism, civil society, and mutual
understanding as cornerstones for
a more harmonious world. As we
reflect on his remarkable contribu-
tions, we recognize the indelible
mark he has left on global society,
reminding us of the power of leader-
ship grounded in humility and pur-

ose.

The Aga Khan used his wealth for
the benefit of humanity. Some ex-
amples for Canada are the Aga Khan
Museum, the first Islamic Museum
in North America. The purpose is
to understand the diversity within
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His Hzglmess Aga Khan IV (shown here with Indian Prime Minister Shri Navendra Mods)
was very active on the world stage. He had a significant velationship with Canada, including
an honovary citizenship and a position in the Ovder of Canada. Photo courtesy of the Govern-
ment of India.

Islam and to eradicate the “Clash of
Ignorance”. The Aga Khan garden
connects the Aga Khan Museum
to the Ismaili Centre. The garden
is a welcome green space to the sur-
rounding high rises. He once said,
“The Islamic ethic is that if God has
given you the capacity or good for-
tune to be a privileged individual in
society, you have a moral responsi-
bility to society.” This was not just
a principle he preached — it was one
he lived. He dedicated his life to en-
suring that those left behind were
brought forward, that education
was a right, not a privilege, and that
prosperity was shared, not hoarded.”
(1)

“Im drawn to the question fol-
lowing the death this month of
Prince Karim Al-Hussayni, bet-
ter known as Aga Khan IV. The
breadths of initiatives spearheaded
by the prince’s foundation were re-
markable. One week we announced
a program to combat an epidemic of
intestinal disease in Bangladesh, the
next the debut of an Ismaili Centre
in Chicago, then high school schol-
arships in Kenya and the opening of
vocational schools in India, followed
by a trip to Xi’an, China to support
renovation of local mosques. Today,
the Foundation has a large footprint
serving more than 10 million people
through partnerships with civic i.e.,

non-Muslim - organizations”. (Al-
lan Ripp)

Some tributes from notable Cana-
dians:

Former Governor of Canada David
Johnson said: “This man is a bridge
between North and South, East and
West. His leadership is beyond poli-
tics, beyond race, beyond religion.
In a world torn by division, hostility,
war and fear of nuclear holocaust
he is a shining beacon of inspiration
and of hard-headed accomplishment
in improving the lot of humankind,
in elevating the quality of civilized
life and in uplifting all peoples of the
world to cherish the brotherhood of
man.”

“The Aga Khan gave far more to
Canada than the other way round.
He also acted as a good will ambas-
sador for Canada, something money
cannot buy” (Haroon Siddiqui — To-
ronto Star)

At a time when we are being faced
with manic pronouncements and
threats to our sovereignty from our
nearest neighbour, we must remem-
ber that the Aga Khan, the greatest
spiritual leader of our time, believed
in Canada. (Former Governor Gen-
eral Adrienne Clarkson).

Notes: (1) New African Magazine.
Yasmin Ratansi was the Liberal member of

Parliament for Don Valley East 2004 -2011
and 2015- 2021.
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Our tribute to those who
have passed on

Cavole-Marie Allard.

The Hon. Iona
Campagmnolo.

Marlene Caterall.

The Hon. lona Campagnolo: “In 1982, she was elected as the President of the Liberal Party of
Canada and became the first female President of a Federal Political Party.”

Ms. Carole-Marie Allard
Sept. 6, 1949 - March 18, 2024
Carole-Marie Allard, former Lib-

eral Member of Parliament for the
riding of Laval East, Québec, passed
away on March 18, 2024. Born in
1949 in Dolbeau, Québec: She was
the stepmother of the Hon. Melanie
Joly. She had a fruitful career as a
lawyer and a journalist before she en-
tered politics. She obtained a bache-
lor’s degree in economics and politi-
cal science from McGill University
before going to law school at the
University of Ottawa. She is also a
graduate of the Canadian Securities
Institute and the Institute of Corpo-
rate Directors. After being called to
the Québec bar in 1991, Carole-Ma-
rie practiced commercial law, corpo-
rate law, and labour and employment
law. She was elected to the House of
Commons in 2000 and served as the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Min-
ister of Canadian Heritage in 2003.
Carole-Marie was the Vice-Chair of
the Committee on Non-medical Use
of Drugs, and a member of many
committees, including Canadian
Heritage, Government Operations
and Estimates, Official Languages
and Justice and Human Rights.
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The Hon. Iona Campagnolo

Oct. 18, 1932 - April 4, 2024

The Honourable Iona Campag-
nolo, former Liberal member of
Parliament for Skeena, British Co-
lumbia, passed away April 5, 2024.
She was born in 1932 on Galiano Is-
land, British Columbia. Iona served
in both provincial and federal poli-
tics during her thirty-year political
career. She served in the House of
Commons from 1974 to 1979 as the
Minister of state for Fitness and Am-
ateur Sport and as the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Indian
Affairs and Northern Development
(now known as Crown-Indigenous
Relations and Northern Affairs
Canada). In 1982, she was elected as
the President of the Liberal Party of
Canada and became the first female
President of a Federal Political Par-
ty. Iona was awarded the Order of
British Columbia in 1998. She was
also an Officer and a Member of the
Order of Canada. After her time in
Federal politics, Iona was the first fe-
male Lieutenant Governor of British
Columbia, a role she filled between
2001 and 2007.

Ms. Marlene Catterall

March 1, 1939 - August 12, 2024

Marlene Catterall 1s remembered
as an accomplished politician and a
trailblazer for women’s political in-
volvement. She was born in Ottawa
in 1939 and became a city council-
lor in 1976, serving until 1985. In
1988, she won a western Ottawa rid-
ing for the Liberals and later became
the first woman government whip.
Marlene was re-elected over the fol-
lowing four terms, retiring in 2006.
She was instrumental in getting Ot-
tawa’s Famous Five monument, now
outside the train station that houses
the Senate. She received the Gover-
nor General’s Award in Commemo-
ration of the Persons Case and the
ACFO-Ottawa Laurier Francophile
award. Before politics, Marlene was
a high school teacher and a full-time
mom to three. In her many roles, she
was known for her compassion and
commitment to fairness and equity.
The Canadian Association of For-
mer Parliamentarians gave her a Dis-
tinguished Service Award. She leaves
behind her children, loving husband
Ron of 62 years, family and many
friends. Marlene passed away August
12, 2024, at the age of 85.
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The Hon. Michel Benoit Cogger

March 21, 1939 - Jan. 27, 2025

Michel Benoit Cogger was a Ca-
nadian lawyer and businessman who
advised Brian Mulroney and served
in the Senate for 14 years. Appointed
in 1986, he served until 2000 and
participated in many committees,
including as vice chair of the Senate
Committee on Legal and Constitu-
tional Affairs. Michel became close
with Mulroney when they were both
law students at Laval University in
the 1960s, and later led Mulroney’s
attempt at leadership in 1967, and
his successful campaign in 1983.
Born March 21, 1939, Michel was a
corporate and business lawyer with
many years in the industry. He was
also vice president of the Progres-
sive Conservative Party of Canada.
Michel was married to Erica for 38
years until she died in 2012, and his
family knew and loved his wonderful
storytelling. He passed away Janu-
ary 27, 2025, survived by their three
children and five grandchildren.

Mr. Robert Alfred Corbett

Dec. 14, 1938 - April 6, 2025

Robert Corbett served the folks of
Fundy-Royal as a Progressive Con-
servative member of Parliament for
16 years, from 1978 to 1993. This
was after he had already spent a
four-year term as an MLA in New
Brunswick Legislature. He was an
avid sailor, twice crossing the At-
lantic in Caribbean races, one of
which he won. As a businessman,
he founded the Gagetown Nursing
home and later, after politics a ma-
rine surveying company. On Parlia-
ment he served as chairman of the
Canada-Arab World Parliament and
was well known for his sympathy for
Palestinians. He is survived by his
children: Susan, Rivers, Robert, Sa-
rah, and Ross Corbett, 14 grandchil-
dren and his sister Margaret Ann as
well as his many friends and dearly
beloved in laws.
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Mr. John Martin Cummins

March 12, 1942 - March 2, 2025

John Martin Cummins was born
in Georgetown, Ontario, where he
went to the University of Western
Ontario and earned his bachelor’s
degree at Kings University College.
He went on to the university of Brit-
ish Columbia for his masters. He
had a varied career, first teaching
school in the Northwest Territories
and later at Peace River, Alberta.
He spent time working in the pulp
and paper industry and finally spent
20 years as a commercial fisher-
man. He ran for the Reform Party
in 1993, winning the riding of Del-
ta-Richmond East. While an MP,
he served as the critic for Fisheries
and earned the nickname “maverick
MP”. When he retired from politics,
he said, ““My hope when first elect-
ed was that when my time here was
done the folks at home would say,
‘He kept his word. He represented
us well. That remains my fondest
hope.” Thank you.” In 2011, he left
federal politics to become leader of
the B.C. Conservative Party, leav-
ing after two years to retire to the
family farm. John is survived by his
wife Sue, daughter Carolyn, and
son Martin as well as stepdaughters
Kristina and Erin, 10 grandchildren
and one great grandchild.

Mr. Joe Daniel
Dec. 5, 1954 - Jan. 28, 2025

Joe Daniel was the MP for Don
Valley East for the Conservatives for
four years.

He was born in Tanzania, East
Africa, December 5, 1954, and was
schooled in India. Joe completed
an engineering degree in England
and worked for Westland helicop-
ters. He immigrated to Canada in
1987 and worked on the EHI101
program for the Canadian Armed
Forces. Joe moved to Toronto to
work at Celestica and teach at Hum-
ber College, writing and present-
ing many academic papers on Fiber
Optic technology. He also owned a
graphic design and printing service
business. While he served in the 41st
Parliament from 2011 to 2015, Joe
participated on many committees,
including Citizenship and Immigra-
tion and on Industry, Science and
Technology. Most recently, he was
Honorary Consul for Uzbekistan in
Canada. He passed away January 28,
2025, at 70, and is missed by many.

The Hon. Joseph A. Day
Jan. 24, 1945 - May 27, 2024
Coming from a humble back-

ground, Joseph Day grew up in a
hardworking family, lending a hand
at their grocery store from a young
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age. At the Royal Military College,
he met Georgie Fraser, the love of
his life, with whom he shared a
lifetime of devotion. After gradu-
ating, Joe pursued a law and mas-
ter’s degree, both of which shaped
his distinguished legal career. Even
after leaving Military College, he
never stopped giving back to the
institution that shaped him. After
running for office for the Liberals
several times, in 2001, Joe was ap-
pointed to the Senate by the Right
Hon. Jean Chrétien. He immersed
himself in policies that reflected his
lifelong values. He held office for
more than 18 years, from 2001 to
2020. He contributed to dozens of
committees and his heart was al-
ways with his family and communi-
ty. Joe found his greatest joy at Bel-
leisle Bay, where his family cottage
became a gathering place filled with
laughter, conversation, and connec-
tion.

Mr. Peter Elzinga
April 6, 1944 - Nov. 8, 2023
Peter Elzinga represented Pembina
from 1974 to 1986 for the Progres-
sive Conservatives. Born April 6,
1944, in Edmonton, Peter was a
rancher, living in Strathcona county
for 27 years with his wife Patricia.
As a federal MP, Peter became min-
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ister of Federal and Intergovernmen-
tal Affairs, and minister of Econom-
ic Development and of Agriculture.
Peter later won a provincial seat for
Sherwood Park, becoming deputy
premier. Peter was also executive di-
rector of the Progressive Conserva-
tive Association of Alberta, chief of
staff to the premier of Alberta, and
president of the Progressive Con-
servative Party of Canada. He left
government in 2004 to donate a
kidney to his friend. His service to
Alberta and Canada was recognized
with several honours, including
Sherwood Park Kinsman of the year,
the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal,
Alberta Centennial Medal, and the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Medal.
Peter was also recognized by Sher-
wood Parks Heritage Mile as the
representative with the most distin-
guished record of community con-
tributions, had a bronze sculpture
unveiled in 2012, and was presented
with an Eagle Feather recognition
from the Whitefish Lake #128 First
Nation. A scholarship was estab-
lished by his family to provide sup-
port to those in financial need. Peter
1s survived by his wife of 58 years,
three sons, five grandchildren, three
great-grandchildren, and his sister.

Mr. Walter Firth

Jan. 25, 1935 - March 2, 2024

Mr. Walter (Wally) Firth was a for-
mer parliamentarian and a Métis in-
digenous rights activist who passed
away March 2, 2024. Walter was
born in Fort McPherson, Northwest
Territories in 1935. Prior to enter-
ing politics, he had a career as a fly-
ing instructor, a fur trader with the
Hudson Bay Company, and an In-
digenous rights advocate. Addition-
ally, he worked for CBC Northern
Service in Inuvik and Yellowknife as
a broadcaster. In 1972, he was clect-
ed under the New Democratic Party
as the first indigenous Member of
Parliament from the Northwest Ter-
ritories. He served as the NDP critic
for Indian Affairs and Northern De-
velopment (now known as Crown-
Indigenous Relations and Northern
Affairs Canada). Walter was an active
member of his community, creating
organizations dedicated to support-
ing indigenous communities 1n the
North and advancing their political
interests. He also played the fiddle,
the saxophone and the piano.

The Hon. Jean Beatrice Forest

July 24, 1926 - Jan. 10, 2024

The Honourable Jean Beatrice For-
est passed away January 10, 2024, at
the age of 97. Born in 1926 in Mini-
tonas, Manitoba, Jean was active in
her community prior to her appoint-
ment to the Senate by Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien in 1996. She worked
as a businesswoman, a teacher, and
eventually sat as a Trustee and Chair
on an Edmonton School Board. She
worked with organizations such as
the Jaycees and other educational
and religious associations. Jean was
appointed to Alberta’s first Human
Rights Commission. She was the
Chancellor Emeritus of the Univer-
sity of Alberta from 1978 to 1982.
Jean was recognized for her work
in 1987 when she was appointed
an Officer of the Order of Canada.
She was also awarded the Alberta
Achievement Award as well as a mu-
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nicipal award through the City of
Edmonton for her significant contri-
bution to the community. Jean For-
est Leadership Academy, an all-girl
junior high school, is named in her
honour.

The Hon. Francis Fox

Dec. 2, 1939 - Sept. 24, 2024

Francis Fox was an MP for nearly
12 years and a senator for six, first
elected in 1972 and served until
1984. He represented the Deux-
Montagnes for the Liberal Party and
was Solicitor General of Canada, the
secretary of state, minister of Com-
munications, and minister for In-
ternational Trade. Francis became
principal secretary to the prime min-
ister in 2003 and was a senator from
2005 to 2011. He held multiple
degrees from various universities,
including I’Université de Montréal,
Harvard University, and Oxford
University as a Rhodes scholar. Be-
tore being elected, Francis was a law-
yer and the prime minister’s chief of
staff. Born December 2, 1939, his
legacy includes introducing legisla-
tion to make O Canada the national
anthem, introducing the Access to
Information Act and overseeing the
creation of Telefilm Canada. Fran-
cis was also a captain in the Cana-
dian Army and served as chair of the
board of Montréal International. He
is missed by his wife, artist Viviane
Case-Fox, their two children, and
many grandchildren, his brother and
two sisters and nieces and nephews.
Francis passed away September 24,
2024, at the age of 84, after a battle
with cancer.

The Hon. John Allen Fraser

Dec. 15, 1931 - April 7, 2024
The Honourable John Allen Fraser
was born in 1931 in Yokohama, Ja-
pan. He served in the House of
Commons as the Progressive Con-
servative Member of Parliament
for Vancouver South from 1972 to
1993. John was elected Speaker of
the House of Commons in 1986,
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becoming the first to be elected by
fellow Members of Parliament. He
was the Postmaster General for the
Post Oftice between 1979 and 1980,
a time when he was also serving as
the Minister of the Environment.
He was a member of many com-
mittees, including Foreign Defence
Policy, Economic and Regional De-
velopment, Priorities and Planning,
Legislation and House Planning,
Federal-Provincial Relations, La-
bour Relations and Public Service.
John was the minister of Fisheries
and Oceans from 1984 to 1985, and
the critic for the Solicitor General of
Canada, the Environment, Fisheries
and Oceans, the Post Office and La-
bour during his time at the House
of Commons. He was also Canada’
Ambassador to the United Nations
for the Environment from 1994 to
1997. He was named an Officer of
the Order of Canada and an Honor-
ary Lieutenant Colonel for the Sea-
forth Highlanders of Canada. John
passed away April 7, 2024, at the age
of 93.

Mr. Maurice Godin
Oct. 21, 1932 - June 14, 2024
Maurice Godin was a manager for
Hydro-Québec and represented the
riding of Chateauguay in the 35th
and 36th Parliaments. Running for
the first time in 1993, Maurice won

a seat for the Bloc Québécois with
34,271 votes. He was a lifelong inde-
pendent, born in Montreal October
21, 1932. While in Parliament, Mau-
rice was his party’s critic for Veterans
Affairs and assistant critic of the En-
vironment. In his first term, he was
amember of the standing committee
on Human Rights and the Status of
Disabled Persons, the Special Joint
Committee on Canada’s Defence
Policy, and the standing committee
on Industry. After his re-election
in 1997, he also sat on the standing
committee on National Defence and
Veterans Affairs. He did not seek a
third term and retired from politics
in 2000. Maurice passed at the age
of 91 in Laval June 14, 2024. He is
survived by his wife Lucille Day, his
three children and many grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. He
is also lovingly remembered by his
sisters, brothers, and the many who
were touched by his friendship and
public service.

Mr. Daryl Kramp
June 14, 1947 - Feb. 8, 2024
Mr. Daryl Kramp, former Con-
servative member of Parliament for
the riding of Prince Edward-Hast-
ings, Ontario, passed away Febru-
ary 8, 2024. Born in Kirkland Lake,
Ontario, in 1947, Daryl had a ful-
some career in municipal, provincial
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and federal politics. First elected as
a municipal councillor and deputy
reeve in the municipality of Madoc,
Ontario, he transitioned to provin-
cial politics when he was elected to
the Legislative Assembly of Ontario
in 2016 for the riding of Hastings-
Lennox and Addington. When elect-
ed as the Conservative MP for Prince
Edward-Hastings in 2004, Daryl
served as the chair of the standing
committee on Public Safety and Na-
tional Security, the vice chair of the
committee on Public Accounts and
the Government Operation and Es-
timates Committee. He served until
2015. He was also deeply involved
in international affairs associations.
He was the director of the Canada-
Africa Parliamentary Association, a
member of the Canadian Branch of
the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association, the Canada-Ireland In-
terparliamentary Group and the
Canada-Europe Parliamentary As-
sociation, among many other as-
sociations. Daryl’s daughter, Shelby
Kramp-Neuman, was also elected to
the federal riding of Hastings-Len-
nox and Addington and currently
serves in the House of Commons.

Mr. Robert Lane
Nov. 29, 1927 - Jan. 13, 2025
Robert Lane represented Win-
nipeg-St. James for the Progressive
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Conservatives for eight months.
Born November 29, 1927, in Win-
nipeg, Bobby joined the Royal Ca-
nadian Navy at 18 and served from
Victoria to Halifax. He initiated the
Veteran’s Memorial Endowment
Fund while serving on the Deer
Lodge Hospital Foundation. Bobby
worked at a Beaver Lumber store, as
a rent collector, and later opened his
own real estate firm. He was elected
President of the Winnipeg and Man-
itoba Real Estate Boards, became a
director of the Canadian Real Es-
tate Board, and was a board mem-
ber of the Manitoba Housing and
Renewal Corporation. Active in the
St. James Chamber of Commerce
and the West Winnipeg Rotary
Club, he was a believer in commu-
nity involvement and raised funds
for many community organizations.
He was also a Shrine Circus volun-
teer and volunteered for various par-
ishes. Bobby received a Canada 125
Governor General’s medal in 1993
and in 2012 he was awarded the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee medal for
outstanding public service. He loved
golfing, writing poetry, researching
family history and community ser-
vice. Bobby passed away January 13,
2025, at 97, and is survived by his
four children, seven grandchildren,
and 10 great-grandchildren.

The Hon. Ed Lumley

Oct. 27, 1939 - April 16, 2025

A Windsor, Ontario born busi-
nessman, Ed Lumley received his
Bachelor of Commerce before go-
ing into business in Cornwall. In his
spare time, he coached both hockey
and football. Serving first as Mayor
of Cornwall in 1972, he gained a
reputation as a guy who got things
done.

He served as a Liberal member
of Parliament for Stormon-Dundas
from 1974 to 1984 during which time
he held many portfolios as ministers
for Communications, Regional In-
dustrial Expansion, Industry Trade
and Commerce, Regional Economic
Expansion and, earlier, minister of
state for Science and Technology,
Trade and International Trade. He
was also a parliamentary secretary to
the minister of Finance and to the
minister of Regional Economic Ex-
pansion. Defeated in 1984, he went
on to become vice chairman of BMO
Nesbitt Burns and lead director of
Magna International. In 2006, he
became Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Windsor, raising millions for
the university. Ed also helped raised
a great deal of money for the Cana-
dian Association of Former Parlia-
mentarians. He was appointed to
the Order of Canada in 2014. He
was the recipient of the Queen Eliz-
abeth IT Golden Jubilee medal and
the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond
Jubilee medal. He is survived by Pa-
tricia, his wife of 63 years; his five
children: Bob, Kelly, Dawn, Cheryl
and Chris, and their spouses as well
as thirteen grandchildren.

The Hon. Charlie Mayer
April 21, 1936- April 30, 2025
The Hon. Charlie Mayer was born

and raised in Saskatchewan. He gradu-
ated from the University of Saskatch-
ewan with a degree in agronomics.

In 1965, he bought a farm in Mani-
toba where he raised Simmental cattle
and three daughters near Carberry. He
was always opposed to supply manage-
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ment and became involved with the
Beef Producers Association, opposing
the establishment of supply manage-
ment to that industry. He is credited
with the removal of oats from the Ca-
nadian Wheat Board’s single desk sys-
tem.

In 1979, he ran for a seat in Por-
tage-Lisgar-Marquette and won for
the Progressive Conservatives. Under
Brian Mulroney he became Minis-
ter of State for the Canadian Wheat
Board, Minister of State for Grains
and Oilseeds, and Minister of Western
Economic Diversification and finally
Minister of Agriculture.

He served on many boards and was
a founding member of the Frontier
Centre for Policy. Founding president
Peter Holle said of Charlie, “He was
very solid on policy.”

The Wheat Growers Association
paid tribute Charlie saying he was a
“principled leader, passionate advocate
and steadfast friend to Canadian agri-
culture .... championing farmers and
tighting for market freedom. He was
never in it for praise — he did what he
believed was right for our industry.”

Charlie was inducted into the Ca-
nadian Agricultural Hall of Fame in
2005.

The Hon. Yves Morin

Now. 28, 1929 - June 4, 2024

Dr. Yves Morin passed away peace-
fully on June 4, 2024, surrounded by
his loving family. His achievements
are innumerable, one of the most
prominent being his research in car-
diology. Yves’ outstanding contribu-
tions in cardiology revolutionized
the field, with over 150 published
works and decades of medical prac-
tices in numerous institutes and hos-
pitals. His contributions earned him
the title of Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine at Laval University, where
he shaped the future of countless
physicians. He was appointed to the
Senate of Canada by Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien and served there from
2001 to 2004. He was a member of
numerous committees. For his ex-
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traordinary legacy, he was named
Officer of the Order of Canada, Of-
ficer of the National Order of Que-
bec, and Knight of the National Or-
der of Merit of France. Yves’ lifelong
devotion to knowledge and medi-
cine culminated in his book, Les
coeurs tigrés, which emphasized the
historically overlooked role of the
Augustinian nuns in founding the
first permanent hospital in north-
ern North America. His work was
honoured with the Prix Armand-
Frappier of Québec and the Prix de
la création littéraire at the Salon In-
ternational du Livre de Québec. His
legacy endures in the advancements
he pioneered, the policies he shaped,
and the lives he inspired.

Mr. John William Murphy

August 26, 1937 - June 12, 2024

John Murphy was a man of deep
roots — in family, in community,
and in service. Born in Halifax, he
developed a tight-knit bond with his
brother, a relationship that shaped
his life. On a day trip to the Val-
ley, a kind stranger rescued them
from a flat tire and invited them for
breakfast. That man’s daughter, Ju-
lia, would become the love of John’s
life. Together, they built a family in
Woltville, one of John’s proudest
achievements. Before entering poli-

tics, John worked in professions far
from Parliament — selling clothing
and working in mines — but these
experiences kept him humble and
connected to his community. John
never forgot where he came from,
and he dedicated his life to helping
others in achieving a success story
as impressive as his. His lifelong
advocacy for the less fortunate ex-
tended beyond politics, seen in his
work with Friends of Schizophre-
nia Society, the National Council of
Welfare, Citizens for Public Justice,
among many others. When elected
as Liberal member of Parliament, he
carried his mission forward, fight-
ing for those in need with unwaver-
ing dedication. He sat in Parliament
from 1993 to 1997, contributing to
numerous committees. John’s warm
smile, boundless generosity, and
outgoing personality made every life
he was a part of a little brighter.

The Hon. Gilbert Normand
March 31, 1943 - Jan. 1, 2025
Gilbert Normand was a physician,

mayor of Montmagny, Quebec and
Liberal MP for seven years. He was
born in Montmagny on March 31,
1943, and practiced medicine for
over 25 years. Gilbert was elected
to represent Bellechasse-Etchemins-
Montmagny-LIslet in 1997 and was
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secretary of state for Agriculture and
Agri-food, Fisheries and Oceans,
and for Science, Research and De-
velopment. He sat on the commit-
tees of Health and Industry, Sci-
ence and Technology. Gilbert passed
away January 1, 2025. His legacy in-
cludes his respected work as a doctor
and infrastructure projects for the
community of which he was mayor.
Gilbert is survived by his wife Line
Anctil, their three children, eight
grandchildren, his sisters and many
more who knew him.

The Hon. Frank Oberle

March 24, 1932 - Sept. 12, 2024

Frank Oberle was born March 24,
1932, in Forchheim, Germany, and
immigrated to Canada in 1952 after
surviving the Nazi regime in Germa-
ny and Poland. He became a baker,
logger, miner, insurance salesman,
and mayor of Chetwynd. Elected in
1972, he spent nearly 21 years rep-
resenting Prince George-Peace River
for the Progressive Conservatives,
leaving in 1993. Frank was the min-
ister of Forestry, Environment, and
State for Science and Technology.
His cabinet legacy includes oversee-
ing the Canad Arm’s development on
the International Space Station. He
founded the Tree Canada Founda-
tion and received the Canadian For-
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estry Achievement Award in 1992.
He founded the Canadian Institute
for Advanced Research. Frank au-
thored two autobiographies detail-
ing his journey from war to Parlia-
ment. He was his family’s biggest
cheerleader and is survived by his
four children, eight grandchildren,
and six great-grandchildren. Frank
passed peacefully on September 12,
2024, at the age of 92.

The Hon. James (Jim)
Scott Peterson

July 30, 1941 - May 10, 2024

James (Jim) Peterson grew up in
London, Ontario, where he found
his lifelong partner while in elemen-
tary school. From hockey rinks to
debate halls, from academia to com-
munity, he excelled at everything he
did because he embraced each ambit
with determination and kindness. As
an international lawyer, Jim played a
pivotal role in the defection of Soviet
ballet star Mikhail Baryshnikov dur-
ing the peak of the Cold War —a dar-
ing act that forged a lifelong friend-
ship. After a prominent legal career,
Jim continued positively influencing
Canada as a Liberal member of Par-
liament for Willowdale, where he
held the roles of Secretary of State
for International Financial Institu-
tions and minister for International

Trade. During his tenure, he re-
formed the Criminal Code to pro-
vide stronger protections for women
who were victims of assault. Jim
found happiness tending to his farm,
teaching woodworking to children
in his community, and spending
time with his beloved dog, Dufty. In
his 23 years in the House of Com-
mons, he was known for his many
roles in cabinet and shadow cabinet.

Ms. Kim Elizabeth Rudd

Nov. 18, 1957 - March 12, 2024

Kim Rudd passed away peace-
fully on March 12, 2024, in Co-
bourg, Ontario, surrounded by her
loved ones. She was 66 years old.
Kim carried significant household
responsibilities from a young age.
As the first Member of Parliament
for Northumberland-Peterborough
South, she served as parliamentary
secretary to the minister of Natural
Resources, chair of the Parliamen-
tary Health Research Caucus, and a
member of the standing committees
on Finance and Natural Resources.
Kim was a Liberal Member of Par-
liament for four years, from 2015
to 2019. Beyond politics, she was
an active member of numerous lo-
cal charitable organizations and an
advocate for education through the
institutions she owned: Cook’s Day
School, Willis College, and Archer
CPR Training. Her entreprencurial
skills earned her the RBC Cana-
dian Women Entrepreneur award.
She remained deeply rooted in her
hometown, remaining active in the
Rotary Club of Cobourg and local
sporting groups. Despite her many
achievements, Kim always consid-
ered her family her proudest accom-
plishment.

Mr. Werner Schmidt
Jan. 18, 1932 - March 29, 2024
Werner Schmidt dedicated his life
to the service of others, through gov-
ernance and education. Werner’s po-
litical journey spanned both federal
and provincial spheres. He helped
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tound the Reform Party of Canada,
representing the riding of Kelowna.
He later served under the Alliance
and Conservative parties, taking on
many critic roles and was vice-chair
of the Conservative Caucus. Werner
was in the House of Commons for
more than 12 years, from 1993 to
2006. He previously led the Alberta
Social Credit Party in the provincial
legislature. Beyond politics, Werner
was a strong advocate for education
as a teacher, principal, and superin-
tendent. He carried this passion into
leadership roles, serving as executive
director of the Alberta School Trus-
tees Association and vice president
of Lethbridge Community College.
Even in retirement, his commit-
ments never wavered, volunteering
and mentoring in political cam-
paigns to support those who shared
his dedication to public service. Wer-
ner Schmidt passed away at the age
of 92, surrounded by his beloved
wife, sons, and grandsons — the fam-
ily he cherished and for whom he
worked to build a better world.

Mr. Robert Sopuck

July 11, 1951 - Oct. 23, 2024

Robert Sopuck was a Conserva-
tive MP from 2010 to 2019, serving
as the party’s critic for Environment
and National Parks for two years.
He was born in Winnipeg July 11,
1951, and went on to get a Master of
Science degree in fisheries science at
Cornell University. Passionate about
conservation, Robert worked as a
fisheries biologist with the federal
and provincial governments. With
his growing interest in policy, Rob-
ert became the provincial director of
the Sustainable Development Coor-
dination Unit. He later became the
director of environmental affairs at
the Pine Falls Paper Plant and later a
policy analyst at the Delta Waterfowl
Foundation. Robert’s contributions
to wildlife and habitat conservation
have been recognized by national and
international awards. While in of-
fice, he sat on the standing commit-
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tee on Environment and Sustainable
Development and was vice chair for
the standing committee on Fisher-
ies and Oceans. Robert passed away
on October 23, 2024, at age 73. He
is lovingly remembered by his wife
Caroline, two children, three grand-
children, sister and brother, and niec-
es and nephews.

The Hon. Chuck Strahl

Feb. 25, 1957 - Aug. 13, 2024

Chuck Strahl was a logging busi-
nessman and member for Chilliwack-
Fraser Canyon for 17 years, from
1993 to 2011. He was born to a log-
ging family on February 25, 1957, in
New Westminster, B.C. He met the
love of his life, Debby Bateman, at
10 years old. They married in 1975.
Chuck ran for public office in 1993
after many years in the family log-
ging business. He was the whip and
house leader of the Reform Party,
and later the house leader for the
Canadian Alliance party. He held
various critic and party roles and be-
came deputy speaker of the House
of Commons from 2004 to 2006.
When the Conservatives won gov-
ernment in 2006, Chuck became
minister of Agriculture and Agri-
food, and minister responsible for
the Canadian Dairy Commission,

the Canadian Wheat Board, and for
British Columbia and the Territories.
He also served as minister of Indian
Affairs and Northern Development,
Federal Interlocutor for Métis and
Non-Status Indians and minister of
the Canadian Northern Economic
Development Agency, and later min-
ister of Transport, Infrastructure
and Communities, responsible for
the National Capital Commission
and Canada Post. Despite his success
in politics, Chuck always valued his
faith, family and friends above all.
He passed away on August 13, 2024,
at 67. He is survived by his wife,
mother, two brothers and a sister. He
is also mourned by his four children
and many grandchildren. Chuck’s
son, Mark Strahl, currently sits in the
House of Commons.

Mr. Paul Szabo

May 10, 1948 - Dec. 19, 2024

Paul Szabo represented Mississauga
South for the Liberal party from 1993
to 2011, through six Parliaments. He
was a member of many committees
and chaired the standing committee
on Access to Information, Privacy
and Ethics, the standing commit-
tee on Government Operations and
Estimates, and others. Born May 10,
1948, he was also a published author.
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Donald Taylor:

Johmn William Thomson.

The Hon. Monique
Vezina.

Paul Szabo: “Paul was awarded ‘The hardest working’
member of Parliament in 2006 and won the
same award twice more.”

Paul was a chartered accountant, di-
rector of finance for TransCanada
Pipelines, a corporate treasurer for
United Cooperative of Ontario, and
vice-chair and director of the Mis-
sissauga Hospital for nine years. He
was also director of Interim Place
shelter for abused women for five
years and was a director of the Peel
Regional Housing Authority for five
years. He spoke more words than any
other MP in the 38th and 39th Par-
liaments. He was the parliamentary
secretary to the minister of Public
Works and Government Services.
Paul was awarded “The hardest work-
ing” member of Parliament in 2006
and won the same award twice more.
He was also elected as a Fellow of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants
of Ontario and received the Rotary
International Paul Harris Fellowship
for his work and support for Rota-
ry. Paul passed away December 19,
2024, at age 76 and leaves behind
his wife Linda, three children, four
grandchildren, and four siblings.

Mr. Donald (Don) L. Taylor
May 29, 1931 - Dec. 14, 2022
Donald Taylor was the MP for Co-

wichan—Malahat-The Islands from
1979 to 1980. He was born in Ed-
monton, Alberta, May 29, 193l.
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Don was also a teacher and travelled
the world with his family. He spent
a year teaching in England, and was
passionate about exposing his chil-
dren to churches, cathedrals and cas-
tles across Europe. After retirement,
he and his wife Mavis travelled the
world from Europe to Asia. Besides
gardening and lawn bowling with
Mavis, Don loved to spend his time
watching sports on mute and listen-
ing to jazz. While in Parliament for
the Progressive Conservatives, Don
served on many committees. He
passed away at age 91, December 14,
2022. Don is survived by his wife,
two children, two grandchildren,
and one great-grandchild.

Mr. John William Thomson

Dec. 28, 1928 - January 9, 2025

John William Thomson represent-
ed Calgary South for the Progressive
Conservatives for five years and was
a respected businessman and philan-
thropist. He was born in Toronto on
December 28, 1928, he moved to
Calgary in 1955 after receiving his
chartered accountant designation. In
1965, John founded Thomson Drill-
ing, which became an international
success. He married his wife of 68
years, Joan McFarlane, after meet-
ing her at a wedding reception. After

being elected in 1979, John partici-
pated in several committees, serving
as vice-chair of the Subcommittee
of the Standing Committee on Fi-
nance, Trade and Economic Affairs
to Promote Profit-sharing by Em-
ployees in Business. He was a golfer,
whose love for the game was only
outmatched by his love for his fam-
ily. John and his wife founded the
Julia McFarlane Diabetes Research
Centre at the University of Calgary
in 1979, and they sponsored the
Thomson Family Community Park
in Calgary’s Beltline, just two blocks
away from where they were married.
John passed away January 9, 2025, at
age 96. He is survived by his sister,
five children, 12 grandchildren and
10 great-grandchildren.

The Hon. Monique Vézina

July 13, 1935 - Dec. 15, 2024

Monique Vézina was an MP
Elected to Rimouski-Témiscouata
for the Progressive Conservatives
from 1984 to 1993. She was minis-
ter of several portfolios. Born in Ri-
mouski, Quebec July 13, 1935, she
worked for numerous organizations
for education and family services.
She became president of her local
credit union and an executive for a
Quebec-wide credit union, serving
on Quebec’s higher education coun-
cil, her local school board, a provin-
cial auto insurance board, and she
was an honourary board member for
the Centre d¢tude et de coopération
internationale. Elected for the Pro-
gressive Conservatives in 1984 and
serving until 1993, Monique was ap-
pointed minister for External Rela-
tions and la Francophonie, minister
of Supply and Services, and minister
of state for Transport, Employment
and Immigration, and Seniors. From
her career in politics, she chaired the
National Commission on the Future
of Quebec, became an officer of the
National Order of Quebec and re-
ceived the National Assembly medal
for her contribution to society. Mo-
nique was president of the Mouve-
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ment National des Québécois and
winner of the Grand Patriote prize.
Her legacy also includes drafting the
first Women and Development pol-
icy, highlighting the central role of
women in community development.
Monique passed away December
15, 2024, at 89, a few months after
her husband, Jean Yves Parent. She
is lovingly remembered by her four
children, five grandchildren, three
great-grandchildren, and her broth-
ers and sister.

Mr. John Glass Williams

Dec. 31, 1946 - July 15, 2024

John Glass Williams was born
in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, and
spent nearly 15 years in the House
of Commons. He is described as a
humble country boy with a dry but
wicked sense of humor. Though his
time in office took him all over, John
was happiest back in rural Alberta
on his hobby farm, caring for his be-
loved pet jersey cows. He found joy
in building homes for his chickens,
and most of all, he loved spending
time with family and friends in Al-
berta and Scotland. John succeeded
in school but left at a young age to
work at the Clydesdale Bank and
moved to Canada to begin a career
with the Royal Bank of Canada, in-
spired by an uncle working for the
Hudson’s Bay. He met his first be-
loved wife Carol Munro in 1971,
and they married in 1975 and had
two children. John represented St.
Albert in the House of Commons
since 1993, serving as the Reform
Party’s critic for public accounts.
Serving on many committees, John
chaired the Public Accounts commit-
tee from 1997 to 2005 and founded
the Global Organization of Parlia-
mentarians  Against Corruption.
After tragically losing his wife to
cancer, John married Dr. Christine
Botchway and they had a daughter.
He retired from politics in 2008 but
worked on the Global Organization
of Parliamentarians Against Corrup-
tion until 2013. John passed July 15,
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Jobm Glass Williams.

The Very Reverend the

Bob Wood.

hon. Dr. Lois Wilson.

The Very Reverend the Hon. Dr. Lois Wilson: “For her work in
human rights, ecumenism, social justice, and political
contributions, Lois was awarded 14 honourary degrees.”

2024, at 77 after dedicating his final
years to his faith. He is missed by his
wife, children, four grandchildren,
and many more lives he touched.

The Very Reverend the Hon.
Dr. Lois M. Wilson

April 8, 1927 - Sept. 13, 2024

Lois Wilson was an independent
senator from 1998 to 2002 and an ac-
tive member on the Human Rights
and Aboriginal Peoples committees.
She was born in Winnipeg, April 8,
1927. Lois was the first female Mod-
erator of the United Church, president
of the World Council of Churches,
vice-president of the World Federal-
ist Movement and chair of the Inter-
national Centre for Human Rights
and Democratic Development. For
her work in human rights, ecumen-
ism, social justice, and political con-
tributions, Lois was awarded 14
honourary degrees, the Queen’s 25th
Anniversary medal (1977), The Pear-
son Peace medal (1985), Officer of
the Order of Canada (1984), Order
of Ontario (1991), Companion of the
Order of Canada (2003), Joseph Car-
dinal Bernardin Award for Christian
Unity (2010), and the Heart and Vi-
sion award (2011). She was also the
chancellor of Lakeland University and
authored 10 books. Lois passed away
at age 97 in Fredericton, N.B., and is

survived by four children, 12 grand-
children and nine great-grandchildren.

Mr. Bob Wood

March 11, 1940 - April 12, 2025

Born in Ayers Quebec, Bob Wood
served the riding of Nipissing as a
Liberal member of Parliament for
16 years from 1988 to 2004. He
started his career as a member of the
RCAF from 1959 to 1964 and then
moved into broadcasting in Sher-
brooke, Quebec and later North Bay
Ontario. He also served as Deputy
mayor for North Bay for four years.
He was known as a caring man
who did many small acts of kind-
ness, bringing Santa’s anonymous
blessings to families at Christmas
and donating prepaid gas cards for
others who needed to travel out of
town for medical appointments. In
2021, he was honoured for his work
in keeping 21 Wing in North Bay
back in 1998. The city renamed Air-
port Way to Bob Wood Drive. “He
believed in public service, in living
life to the fullest and in approaching
cach day with gratitude. He lived
that way — fully and gratefully — un-
til the very end,” said his daughter,
Sue-lane Wood.
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The Hon. Murray Sinclair

The legacy of a leader, a senator, and a friend

By Michael McBean

N

ov. 4, 2024, Canada lost for-
Nmer Senator Murray Sinclair,

but his legacy of advancing
the rights of Indigenous people lives
on in the memories of his past col-
leagues.

Murray served as a Senator from
2016 to 2021 before being appointed
chancellor of Queen’s University for a
three-year term. Murray was known
for leading the Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission and advocating for
Indigenous rights.

Former Senator Jim Munson
worked with Murray and remembers
him warmly.

“I think of a gentle, dignified and
determined human being, and you
telt that when he first walked into the
Senate,” Jim said in an interview with
Beyond the Hill.

A member of Peguis First Nation,
Murray was born in 1951 north of
Selkirk, Manitoba. He graduated
from the University of Manitoba’s
Faculty of Law in 1979 and was called
to the bar a year later. Murray was the
first Indigenous judge in the keystone
province and the second in the coun-
try.

}ll\/lurray’s legal career made signifi-
cant strides in Indigenous law. As
a lawyer, he fought to ensure Indig-
enous peoples’ legal rights were rec-
ognized and upheld within the Ca-
nadian legal system. His legal work
included advocating for treaty rights
and fighting against discriminatory
practices that impacted Indigenous
communities.

“It was quite simple, when he spoke,
you listened,” Jim said, noting Mur-
ray’s tremendous insight over issues
facing Indigenous people. “We lis-
tened to the lessons of life we should
have learned a long time ago.”

Murray became known for his work
in leading the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission (TRC). The com-
mission’s work focused on inform-
ing Canadians about the devastating
impact Canada’s residential school
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The Hon. Murray Sinclair veceiving his Order of Manitoba in the summer of 2024.

system had on Indigenous people. In
2015, the commission published its fi-
nal report documenting the history of
the country’s residential system.

In 2016, Murray became Canada’s
16th Indigenous Senator. Murray was
a member of numerous Senate stand-
ing committees including those on
Indigenous services, constitutional is-
sues and fisheries and oceans.

Thousands of tributes poured in af-
ter Murray’s passing with his former
colleagues knowing him for being a
respected voice on Indigenous issues
in Parliament.

“Murray Sinclair was a great friend
and Senate colleague. We were ap-
pointed at the same time. He inspired
me every day. Rest in peace Murray,”
said former Senator Frances Lankin in
a post on LinkedIn.

“Many of us are mourning the sad
and untimely demise of a great man
Murray. I had the honour to work
with him in the Senate. He was kind,
humble, patient and a great teacher es-
pecially to me. His passing is a great
loss to all Canadians. Rest in peace

my friend,” said former Senator Mo-
bina Jaffer in a post on X.

Murray was also a frequent speaker
at conferences and events, where he
educated both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous audiences on the impor-
tance of reconciliation and under-
standing. His speeches often focused
on the need for Canadians to confront
uncomfortable truths about the coun-
try’s history and to work together to-
wards a more just future.

In 2021, Murray retired from
the red chamber and moved on to
Queen’s University. Over his career,
Murray earned many awards includ-
ing being named a Companion of the
Order of Canada, named to the Order
of Manitoba, and winning a National
Aboriginal Achievement Award.

Jim Munson said he hopes people
continue to remember the lessons
Murray offered to Canadians when it
comes to reconciliation.

“I look at Murray Sinclair as being a
teacher to all of us,” Jim said. “We as
students listened and we need to con-
tinue to listen.”
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Event Schedule
* Welcoming Reception: June 15th

* Memorial Service: June 16th - Please join
us to honour and remember those who
have made significant contributions to our E
community. o

e CAFP and Education Foundation AGM,
Reception, and Dinner: June 16th

Reglster today secure your spot by registering at exparl.ca. We look forward to seeing you in June

, We’re excited to announce the upcoming Regional
/ . ceate. Meeting in beautiful Thunder Bay, Ontario, from Friday,
&!ZE September 19 to Sunday, September 21!

This is a wonderful opportunity for our members

1 1 1 to come together, network, and share ideas in
Reglonal Meetlng I_n an inspiring setting.
Thunder Bay, Onta Fio Mark your calendars now! More details,
including registration information, will be coming soon.
from Sept 19 = 21! 2025 Stay tuned for updates as we prepare for an event

you won’t want to miss.




